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the Opposition side of the House and
himself when he went on to the public
platform and used entirely different
language. He (Mr. Underwood} would
not trouble about these matters if the
Minister was inclined to refer to him as &
political agitator. He could do so, but
‘then he must not complain if he too
was afterwards referrcd to as something
else than a gentleman. He assured the
Minister that it was these little assertions
of his, that caused a great deal of heat

and feeling in the House and out of it, and '

while that continued he would not be
likely to have pood feeling exhibited
towards shim and assistance given from
the Opposition side. Of course the
Opposition members were not afraid ;
they could reply just as often as the
Minister could make these assertions.
Anothur proposition put forward by the
Minister was in regard to the treatment
of stone by the public hatteries, the stone
that was particularly rich. Heagreed with
the proposition that the prospectors who
treated particularly rich stone at the
public batteries should pay a higher price
for that than for lower grade or ordinary
stone. He was aware of course it was
more expensive to treat a few tons of
rich stone, than it was to treat a fairly
large quentity of ordinary grade stone.
Again the Minister had said that he was
woing to the trouble of making special
regulations in regard te concessions for
rich stone from small leaders. If the
leader were rich it was worth crushing,
and no concession such as might be
locked for would be of any avail to the
owner of the stone. The Minister in
his speech, referring tn the appointment
-of the Superintendent of State Batteries,
hed spoken of the difficulty of removing
a public servant if he were once appointed
permanently. He (Mr. Underwood)
agreed that such difficulty did exist.
There was altogether too much difficulty
about getting rid of some of the wasters
in the civil service. It appeared to him
that once a man got pcrmanently into
the civil service, he could not be shifted
with a 10-ton crane. But the point was
that the Minister recognised this position,
and therefore it was his duty to attempt

to remedy it. He irusted that the
{52)
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Minister would de somcthing with regard
to the working of the mines in the
Pilbara district ; that he wonld see that
those mines which had been held for a
long time without working would now
be either worked or forieited to somebody
else who would work them. He hoped
that the Minister would nlso give con-
sideration to the question of the Asiatics
in the North.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11,7 pom. -

Legislative Essembly,
Tuesday, 19th January, 1909.
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Papers presented 1485
Questions: Aborigines Relief 1485
Stote Battery, Lennonville .. 1486
Railways, Industrial Conditions . 1486

Anuoual Estimates, Votes and Items discussed . 1467

The Speaker took the (hair at 1.30.
p., and read pravers.

PAPERS PRESENTED,
By the Premier: By-laws of the muni-
cipalities of Albany and Perth.
By the Treasurer: Perth Public Hos-
pital, report of board of management.

QUESTION —ABORIGINES RELIEP.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD asked the Premier:
What number of aborigines received ra-
tions from the depariment each month
of 19087

The PREMIER replied : The total num-
her of natives receiving Government relief
at 112 relieving =tations during the vear
ended 30th June, 1908, was 1,200. I will
have a return prepared with reference to
the cther particnlars,
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QUESTION—STATE BATTERY,
LENNONVILLE.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has the material for the re-
building of the Tennonville hattery been
forwarded o that loeality? 2, If not, has
the material been orvdered? 3, What in-
structions has Mr. Carpenter received in
regard to the re-erection of the battery?
4, When does the Minister anticipate the
battery heing availabie for crushing? 3,
Is the Minister prepared to grant the Len-
nonville prospectors a rebate for earting
their- ore to the Boogardie battery pend-
mg the re-ercction of the Lennonville
battery.

The MINISTER FOR MINES ve-
plied: 1. No. 2, A hst of the necessary
material has been obtained but it has not
heen forwarded pending a settlement
with the inswrance company. 3, Mr
Carpenter’s instruetions are to be in read-
iness to proceed with the work immedi-
ately o settlement is made. 4, Probably
at the end of February. 5, I will endea-
vour to arrange for a zmall vebate pend-
ing repairs to this batfery.

RAILWAYS, INDUSTRIAL CONDI-
TI{ONS.
Statement by the Premier.

The PREMIER {Hon. N. J. Moore):
Members are aware that during the last
two days there has been a conference over
a matter of interest to members of this
Commiitee. I am glad to report that as
a result of that conference——

My, Walker : Would it not be hetter
to. make a statement to the House—to
move the Chairman ont of tbe Chaird

Members: No, no! go on.

The PREMIER: At the risk of being
slightly informal, I will say that this
matier has been adjnsied. And T think
that while to some extent the demands of
the men have heen met, at the same time
the interests of the State have heen safe-
eguarded. The points in dispufe between
the Comnissioner and the employees re-
solved themselves into three, not hitherto
adjusted. They were, in the first place,
the question of a minimum wage; the
request of the union being 7s. 6d. per
day to porters, and 8s. per day to fet-
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tlers and labourers. Secondly, the ques-
tion of 48 hours conslituting 2 week's.
work, amd thirdly, the matter of granting
annual inerements. The eonference met
yesterday, and met again this worning
and this afternoen, Views were ex-
pressed on the one side by the Commis-
siuner, representing the department; and
on the other by the president, the secre-
tary, the treasurer and another member
of the executive, representing the union.
It was agreed that the minimum rate of
pay to any adult in the railway service
should be 7s. 6d. per day, plus the privi-
leges; a condifion being that in regard
to eoaching porters they shall nbdt be en-
titled to the payment of 7s. 6d. per day
until such time as they have passed the
necessary railway safe-working examina-
tions. It was agreed to pay permanent
way fettlers and labourers who have no
opportunity of prometion the wage of
8s. per day; the 8s. per day to be re-
garded as the standard wage subjeet to
a probationary period not exceeding three
months at 7s. Gd. per day. As to hours
of duty, the union desired 48 howrs per
week, each week to stand alone. The
Commissioner offered 96 hours per fort-
night, ench fortnight to stand alone. It
was decided that 96 hours should consti-
tute a fortnight’s work, each fortnight te
stand alone, and any time worked beyond
56 hours in the first week of the period
to be paid for at overtime rates. That
is to say, in case of a man working 56
hours in one week, the Commissioner
would be entitled to adjust the work by
making it 40 hours in the following week;
anything heyond that being paid for at
overtime. At the present time a man
nmight werk 30 hours in one week, and
be required to work 66 hours in the next
week. The new arrangement will pre-
vent thot. In other words, eight hours has
heen allowed in which to adjust the dif-
ference. It seemed to me to be to the
satisfaction of the men concerned, and I
am glad to say that there seems every
prohability that the little difference that
existed is now a thing of the past. The
representalives of the men assured me
that these conditions will be satisfactory.
and I am satisfied (hat they will be in the
best interests of the country generally.
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ANNCAL ESTTMATES, 1208-2.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 13th January, Mr.
Daglist in the Chair.

Department of Mines
Gregory, Minister).

Vote—Mines Generally, £43,727:

Mr. HEITMANN: Having listened
with a preat deal of interest to the re-
marks of the Minisier inlrodueing these
Estimates il struck im thai the Minister,
as was the case with the Ministry gene-
rally year in and year out, was in a very
optimiztie frame of mind, for which one,
perhaps, could not blame him, in regard
to this great industry wpon which so
much depended. It was generally recog-
nised that we had in the mining mdustey
that which would tide us over our years
of Qilficulty until other industries were
huilt up in the State to earry us along in
the saine way as we had progressed to the
present; hut while we were optimistie of
the future of the mining industry, it was
as well for us to study the industry closely
to find in what way we could benefit if
and make it of the bhest advaniage to the
people of the State. He was not so op-
timistic concerning the ndustry as the
Minister and some members who had
spoken on these Estiinates. It was trne
that some parts of the Murchizon— and
he spoke first of all of the Murchison be-
cauxe he represented a portion of it—had
a very bright future. Black Range would
show great improvements in the next few

years. [t was cerfainly going to be a big
field. Not only was it turning out a large

quantity of zold, but there was what was
greatly in favour of the distriet, a large
area of aurviferous eountry in the neich-
baw houd,  Aoain, at Youanme, while
there was no sensational refurn to date.
the prospeets of the distriet were indeed
bright. There were big lodes there, and
a huge area of country known to ecarry
gold. Meekatharra had been mentioned
so much in the Chamber that 1t was hardly
necessary to say it bad gone ahead by
feaps and bounds, and that it also had a
bright future. He was sorry to zay in the
Cue electorate nothing sensational had
happened within the last two or three
vears. The biggest mine in the distriet,
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ihe Great Fingal, was not luoking as well
as members would like to see. but (here
was every possibility of thal miue opening
up good values at lower depths. The
next 12 monthz wonld prove whether the
mine was valuable at a depth or hot.  In
Cue proper the prospects had never been
brighter than they were at present, and
in this regard Cne presented an object
lesson for those who studied mining and
desired to do their best for the indusiry,
We had in Cue an example of what eould
be done by the small men, an illustration
of how much could be done By assisling
smail prospectors, There was in Cue a
population of 700 nr 300 people, but
probahly not more than 100 men were
working for wages. It made one think
that after all, while we desired to en-
courage big companies to come here and
speculate their money. it mighi be nmueh
better for the couniry if the gold was
fournd by smali parties than by big com-
panies. The great need in the industry
was that every faecility should be given
to the small men to prespect, and that
when a prospector discovered a bit of a
show the Covernment should eive him
every asgistance—that was. lezitimate as-
sistance. He was not going to heo for
any particular loeality, but he asked that
all lexitimate assistance shonld he yiven
ta those who had found shows. He was
prepared te assist- big ecompanies as well
as the small men. hut it would be mnch
baiter for the eountry if the gold were
praduced by small companies instead of
in a wholesale manner by large companies
who sent a great deal of the product out
of the eountry. The Minister for Mines
had stated he desired to do all he could
for the small man. He would not say
the Alinister was nol doing that, still a
good deal more cowld be done o assist
those wh, had shows to develop their pro-
perfies  This vear there wag no vofe un-
der the Mines Development Aet. At the
rame time. however, he helieved the Gov-
ernment intended to spend money in that
dirvection. Tf it were possible for the de-
partment to make the process of receiving
assistance more simple and expeditious
it would be to the great henefit of the
strugzling miner. Tn the Cue electorate
it had some times 1inken «ix or =even’



1488

Annnal Estimales:

months for a party to get a few hundred
pounds to assist them in working their
show. [f a svstemn of decentralisation
were eutered upon. by nieans of which the
wardens or  registrars  could deal with
iany of these applieations, a great good
would result and much time would be
saved.  Au the present time the greatest
power possessed by the warden could be
overruled by the Minister. For instance,
in vegard to the question of exewmption,
1f an applieation were made for a six
months’ exemption the warden eould only
vecommend whether an exemption shonld
be granted or not: it was for the Minister
to say whether there shauld be an exemp-
tion am! for whal period. The Minister
for Mines had frequently said he desired
that greater responsibility should be given
fo the wardens. If he were sincere in
that desire why waa it that he should have
done nothing but talk about it for the
past two or three vears? He had quite
failed tn give effect to that desire, and
still reserved to limself the same powers
he had ‘held all along. This was acting
detrimentally 1o the best interests of the
fields. Many genuine cases, where people
applied fuor exemption or for forfeiture,
backed up by a recommendation from the
warden, had been decided adversely upon
by the Miuister, and frequently on ex
parle staements. A great deal had heen
said on the question of public batteries,
but it was not his intention to rvefer to
that question at any length. Had it not
been for the public hatteries the induostry
wonld not have advaneced to anything like
the extent it had. The department should
provide the hatieries, both those worked
in the past and ihose to be erected in the
future, with the wost modern appliances.
Tt should not be possible. az was now done,
tor people to point out that the State
batteries were oul of date. He lhad only
one battery in his electorate, and, from all
accounts, it would, perhaps, have been
Just as well if he had none. For some
years the prospectors in Cue had asked
for a bhattery. He was ready to admit
that there were two sides to that question,
and that the subject was one open to ar-
gument, but the Minister had not given
that eonsideration to it which it deserved.
The Minister had not kept the word he
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gave to the deputation whicl waited on
him in Cue with vegard to (he question.
In cases of this kind where applications.
were made by prospectors it was apparent
that political influence had a considerable:
effect in swaying the decigion of the din-
ister. lu the cnse in question great -
fluence had been hrought to bear on the
Minister and the departinent by the vested
inferests in Cue. True, there were suf-
licient erushing faecilities provided by the
hatteries at Cue fo crush twiee the amount
of stone taken out from the district du-
ring the past fwo or three years, but the
prospectors were dissatisfied, and those
having a knowledge of the facilities were
aware that something was wrong with (he
batteries. Tnvestigation shonld he made
departmentally into the matter, When
at Cue the Minister had not shown the
deputation whicli waited upan him that
eourtesy which was due to them. He was
closeted with the vested interests right up
to the time the deputation waited on him,
and; while the deputation was geing on,
the owners of the private hatteries in the
district were in the room, and the deputa-
tion was, in consequence, not given a fair
ehance. The Minister promised to make
inquiries to see if it was not possible to
bring about a different scale of charges
for crushing, but up to the present the
prospeetors of Cue had beard nothing
from him in that direction. Ii was to be
hoped the matter wonld be taken in hand
at onee, and that the Minister wounld tryv
and do something for the men who were
really deserving of assistance from ihe
Government. Cue had asked for very
little from the Government, but all their
requests had been genuine. The people
there now needed better crushing faeilities,
lower eharges, and assistance in the nature
of the esablishment of a public battery.
Last June the Minister travelled through
the Cue electorate, and at Boorambie an
applicativn was made for the ereetion of n
windmill for the well there, and, in reply.
he promised that he would give the matter
consideration. and that they sheuld bring
it forward again in two months time.
What did the BMinister mean? Did bhe
mean that by that time the mine, which
was not then looking too well, wenld
probably show better prospects, or was il
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that the request would be granted if some
viher memhber were returned for the elee-
torate at the general elections? Surely
ihe Minister should be convinced by now
that it was not possible for anyone but a
labour man to hold the Cue seat. The
labour electorates, as well as those rep-
resented by members on his side of the
House, should receive due and equal con-
sideration. He had no desire to say nasty
things about any man; if he had he eould
refer to some of the uncalled-for remarks
of the Minister about himself, but he
would let that go and when the proper
time came he would deat with it. The re-
marks made by the Minister were neither
-manly nor fair. With regard to the in-
speetion of mines question, he did not de-
sire to bring up the old question which he
had mentioned to the House times without
number, but he must say that the Minis-
ter did not give due consideration to the
administration of that portion of his de-
partntent. The member for Greenough
the other evening, said that mueh more
money was spent in Western Australia in
inspection than iz any other State, but we
found from the figures that there was less
money spent in proportion to the fuil
amount expended by the Mines Depart-
ment in  Western Australia than any
other portion of the Commonwealih.
Western Australia spent two per cent. of
the total departmental expenditure in in-
spection. while, in some of the other
States the percentage was as bhigh as 12.
We must recognize that, owing to the vast
distances to be travelled, and the seat-
tered nature of the gold-mining distriets,
the cost should be larger than anywhere
elze in Australia. There were not suf-
ficlent inspectors. It was almost impos-
sible for one man to do the work expected
of him, especially in very large areas
such as the Murehison. The inspector
had to travel over 700 or 800 miles, and it
was impossible for him to do his work
effectively. If there were two inspectors
there it was doubtful whether the work
would be carried out satisfaetorily. The
only remedy was for the Minister to give
effcet io the expression of opinion of Par-
liament in the Mines Regulation Aect, em-
bodied in the section dealing with check
inspectors. If eheck inspectors were ap-
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pointed a muels better sysiew would result
and give more satisfaction to the miers
ol the State zenerally. Thi= was a matter
of grave imporiance to Western Aus-
tralin. The number of deaths lazt year
in comparison with the previous year in-
creasecd  greatly, and on  the Murchison
the death rate per annvm was 70 out of
every 10,000 miners. This was an extra-
ordinary state of affairs, and the Minister
should take steps to have some effective
ingpeetion of the mines. Although there
was a clause providing for cheek inspec-
tors, it had been found on the Mur-
chison—aund he supposed the same thing
applied {o other distrigts—thai it was im-
possible to gel men appointed who could
do that work. The Minister said, through
the Siate Mining Engineer, that the union
secretaries could not be allowed to act as
check inspectors, and that the term
“working miner” weant a man working
in tlte mines at the time of his appoint-
ment. This was a quibble on the part
either of the DMinisier or the State
Mining Engineer, for the case upom
which he based his argument was a
verv trivial one, coming under the
Coal Mines Act of FEngland. If the
Minister thought this was the case then
he should amend the Act so that indepen-
dent check inspectors could he appuinted.
It was useless to say that a man working
in a mine could inspeet that mine. So
soon as he sent in the first adverse report
he would be discharged, and he would have
no remedy. This bhad heen done time
after time, and if must be apparent to
the Minister that it was impossible for a
man to work in 2 mine and undertake the
duties of check inspector. Men repre-
senting miners should bhe appointed to the
positions of eheek inspectors whether-
they were representatives of the unions or
not.  There were other matters upon
which he intended to say a few words,
but as there would be an opportunity of”
speaking on each item it was his in-
tention to reserve further remarks until’
they were reached.

Mr. GOURLEY: Having listened to
the speech of the Minister for Mines
with regard to the mining industry, he
had come to the conclusion that there was
nothing in it to lead miembers to hope:
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for any great advantage in the near
tuture so far as the opening up of the
woldfields was concerned.  However,
with regard to the position of Western
Australia from the gold produeing point
«of view, lie supposed it was more than
equal to that of any other part of the
Commonwealth. Like a great many
others he came to the State many years
ago and took up employment on the
mines. It was his intention at that time,
as he supposed it was the intention of
others also, to remain a few years, and
after having made a few pounds, to re-
turn to the other States. He had been
here new a great number of years, and he
conld speak highly of Western Australia
from a gold mining and also a prospeect-
ing point of view. There was no other
part of the Commonwealth which pre-
senfed such favourable opportumities. 1t
was not, however, his intention to deal
with the mining industry, but he wished
to sny a few words with vegard to the
State  Dbattery system. So far as ihe
Menzies State battery was concerned, a
battery with which he was particularly
well aequainted, he desired to object to
the methods that had been adopted there,
and which were alse adopted at various
other balteries throughout the State.
Bome time ago a manager was appoint-
ed, and his nethods of taking samples at
that mill were very objectionable. He
referred to the time when Mr. Twyford
was manager of the State mill,  All
samples were taken in the presence of
ihe party’ who was crushing, and after
they were dried they were screened
throngh a sereen which was finer than
that usually used at a battery. The con-
serquence was that the assay taken was
not a correct assay, for the simple reason
that the rough sands were thrown away.
He mentioned this matter for the reason
that if the same system prevailed at
other State batteries he hoped that the
Minister would remedy the defect, and
adopt a system of taking samples and
assaying sands in ithe manner that pre-
vailed at the Menzies battery at the pre-
sent time. As far as the Menzies hattery
as it existed to-day was concerned, the
Minister adopted a wise procedure when
he appointed Mr. Williamson to the posi-
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tion of manager. This gentleman had

“since bis appointment given every satis-

faction. To revert to the mode of samp-
ling that went on there previously. He
(Mr, Gourley) had ernshed ai the Men-
zies State battery for a number of years,
and patronised it more than any other
prospector, regarding the battery as one
which was deserving of every patronage.
He found that since Mr. Williamson had
taken charge, the assay value of the taii-
ings had gone up very considerably, due
entirely to the faet that the manager had
adopted a wise procedure. He did away
wiith the sereens that were used, and the
sands assayed by him were now taken
direct from fhe battery, and the prospee-
tor received the whole contents of his
tailings. That was the econdition of af-
fairs existing at the jpresent time at
Menzies, and he hoped that the same con-
ditions would be insisted upon by the
Minister for Mines in all the other dis-
tricts. In 1904, the Minister for Mines
issned instructions to the various State
battery managers to the effect that a
separate assay of all prospectors’ sands
and a separate assay of prospectors’
slimes should be taken. In asking a
question in the House a few evenings ago,
lie found that these jnstructions had been
carried out, as far as the hatteries were
coneerned, with the exception of those at
AMenzies and Lennonville. [t was a sean-
dalons state of affairs when they found
that managers eould flout the wishes of
the Minister for Mines with regard to
such a matter, and the complaints which
had eome from Menzies were very numer-
ons. With regard io the action of the
manager in hot making separate assays,
a deputation was appointed in AMenzies
to wait on the Minister. He (Mr. (o
ley) remembered the oceasion well, be-
canse the Minister asked a question of
the manager as to whether the separate
assays had been taken, and the manager
replied that they had heen taken. In re-
ply to the question that he {Mr, Gourley)
asked in the House recently, it was =aid
that separate assavs had not heen taken.
A general assay was taken from the
siimes dump, which meant that the pros-
peetors who had been crushing there for
years would only be paid from the assay
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taken from the general
dump assayed about Bdwis. A large
number of ernshings had been put
through, and where ihe prospectors had
separale assayvs taken of the slimes, they
had rone as high as 15 and 16dwts. 1t
was an injustice to the prospectors to
find that the instructions of the Minister
were flouted, and it seemed to him that
there was practically no remedy for this
at the present fime. When a slimes planl
wax erected at these centres it meant
that the prospectors would be paid ac-

cording to the assay taken from
the dump, which would he about
Gdwts.  Where instruetions had been
issued to managers and they had
practically disobeved them, ihe mana-
gers should Dbe dismissed from thne
service,  With regard to the present

manager of the Menzies State battety it
was the desire of that official to give
every consideration and assistance fo the
prospectors, and not only that, he was
considerate of the wishes and the hest
interests of all. Since Mr. Williamson
had taken charge of the State battery at
Menzies, a period now of aboui twelve
months, between 10,000 and 11,000 tons
of stone had been crushed there. During
the previous year the management
crushed there something like 400 or 500
tons, The Minisfer might say that that
"was due to the fact that the Shenton mill
was crushing, but he (Mr. Gourley) was
of opinion that the fact that the Menazies
State battery was working only half-
fime in that period was entively due to
bad management. It was the dufy of
every manager who had charge of a mill
to show every consideration to prospec-
tors. and he assured the Minister that if
hattery managers adopted that attitude,
the prospectors would be quite prepared
to assist and in furn show every consider-
ation to the depariment. The very fact
that the batteries and the depart-
ment had lost thousands of pounds was
due to the lax administration of past
vears. Even at the present time, as far
as Lesnora was concerned, there were
complaints there which were equally as
strong as they were when the same
gentleman was in charge of the State mill
at Menzies. He hoped that the Ministar
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would inquire into Lbe charges that were
made,

The Minister for Mines: When they
are made.

Mr, GOURLEY: [t was his intention
to see that the charges which had heen
made to him were made {o ihe Minister
as well. He was speaking now in the
interests of the department, hecause it
was in the interests of the departmeni
and of ihe country that battery managers
should show every consideration to the
prospectors. With regard to the battery
charges, he was in hopes that the Minis-
ter wonld not adopt the sliding seale.
When the sliding seale was adopted in
the past the maximum charge was 1ds.
per ton, and privale batteries whieh
were crushing iu  the distriet were
receiving a good deal of patronage.
Since the veduction of the charge to
10s. the other batteries had mnot heen
able to pay. Shouid the Minister
decide to revert to the sliding seale,
and increase the echarges to 12 or
13s. per ton, it wonld mean thal some of
the other' batteries would again start
crushing, and the State mills would lose
patronage. If the Minister resolved to
revert to the sliding scale the maximnm
charge should not be more than 10s. The
proposal of the Minister to reduce the
charges for low-grade ore would he in
the best interesis of the mining industry.
He would quofe from the Minister's own
paper an article on the subjeet of State
hatteries, and he surmised that it was in-
spired by the Minister.  The article
said—

“Throughout last vear the State bat-
teries crushed prospectors’ and lease-
holders’ stone at a fixed rate of 10s.
per ton, execept in the case of store
treated on time, when the price worked
out at about 7s. per ton. The previous
vear the sliding scale was in operation,
and in some quarters it is desired that
a reversion to that syvstem shall take
place. We doubt very much the wis-
dom of such a step, and opine that the
great majority of prospectors prefer
the present fixed rate to that of the
sliding scale. which locks better on
paper than it works out in practice.
During last vear few local complaints
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have been fortheoming in regard iv the
present system of charges. The mitru-
duclion of the sliding seale was de-
signed to encourage the development
of low-grade propositiong, whiel eould
ke profitably worked at 8s, per ion
erughing charges, but would not pay at
a lixed rate of, say, 12s. per ton. Tt
was urged that the low-grade ore
should be shown the greatest consider-
ation, as the rich stone could afford to
pay higher crushing rates. The idea
was a perfectly feasible one, on the
surface, but it has to he taken into

«consideration that many low-grade
-shows are meore remunerative proposi-
tions than others whose erushings
average Joz. per ton. TFor instance,

‘there are in cloze proximity to the Men-
zies  State mill low-grade shows io
oxidised country, which are crushed
on the time system for about 6s. per
ton, and parcels of stone can he
broken out in quick time. On the
other hand there are shows a few miles
-distant where the owners are operating
on stone a few inches in width in very
hard eountry, in whieh very little pro-
aress can be made. After a few
months’ hard work the pareel, whick
consists of a few tous, is treated, and
mives a return of 3oz or doz. per ton.
Notwithstanding  that the gold may
only be worth between £2 and £3 per
0z., the prospeetor is called upon, un-
«ler the sliding seale, to pay the maxi-
i treatment charge, alihough the
crushing has been less remunerative to
him than that of the owner of the low-
erade proposition, whose gold may he
of excellent value. Owners of low-
grade propositions find it more profit-
able—when the stone is not too hard—
to erush on time than to pay the mini-
mum charge of 8s. proposed to be
charged under the sliding sgeale, and
where they have a large body of stone
they in some instances will ereet a
crushing plant on the spot. The pre-
sent general charge of 10s. per ton is
one that has worked satisfactonly
during the vear, and is one that pros-
peetors have little to cavil at.  There
15, however, room for a reduetion in
the present charge for cyaniding, and
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it is _hoped that the depariment will
see its way eclear to bring it about in
the near future.’

Mr. Holman: What paper iz that?

Mr. GOURLEY: The Minister's own
paper.

The AMinister for Mines: You know I
have unothing to do with it beyond heing
a shareholder.

Mr., GOURLEY: Ii was hecause he
was under the nmpression that probably
the article had been inspired by the Min-
ister for Mines that he had quoted it.

The Minister for Mines: I have never
seen it hefore.

Mr. G(QURLEY: Here was a lelter
from a prospector in that distriet on the
subjeet of hattery charges and which had
been published in the same paper—

“8Sir—Re the above, permit me te
point out that the charges and treai-
ment meted out to the prospectors Ly
the manager and his staff at the Men-
zies State battery have given satisfae-
tion all reund, and it is not, I feel per-
fectly sure in saying, the wish of the
prospectors that there should he any
change, unless it be for the improve-
ment of the present system, in the inter-
ests of the prospectors. A lesser charge
for the treatment of tailings wonid
certainly be approved of, and which
in 1he opinion of many of the pros
peetors the Govermibent could reduce
without any great loss. The apinions
voiced in your last leading article that
the majority of prospectors favour the
present system of eharges to that of
the = sliding scale can be readily en-
dorsed, for should there be any
change from the svetem adopted for
the past year. dissatisfaction will surely
arise. On reviewing the work done hy
the battery under the present condi-
tions of charges, ete., for the past year,
it will be seen that since the presmut
manager aund his staff fook over the
control of the wmill. and tle amount of
stone erushed and the returns therefrous,
and the faet that the batiery ha= been
kept continually going with three shifts
without a hiteh or a complaint, it gues
to show that general satisfaction lus
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been given to those most concerned,
and it is to be hoped that the present
condition of affairs will econtinue to re-
main in force.”
In respect to the sliding scale, if it were
the intention of the Minister to adopt
thiz svsiem the maximum charge owchi
not to be greater than 10s..per ton. Ba-
cauge if it exceeded that amount it wouid
mean that where private mills were in
existence they would come into serions
competition wilh the Government batter-
ies. This could be borne out on the e:-
perience of the past. He thought it
would be in the best wnterests of the Stale
if £30,000 or £100,000 were to be set
aside for the assistance of prospectors
thronghout the whole of the goldfields.
The gold yield was steadily decreasing
and the out-back centres were not look-
ing as well as thex had done in previous
years. In view of this it had become the
duty of the Government to step in and
assist the prospectors wherever possible.
He was well aware that even to-day the
Minister was sybsidising syvndicates. Bat
the syndieates that were being assisted hy
the Governmeni were not doing as good
work for the eountry as did the legui-
mate prespector. They had had an in-
stance recently in Menzies, where a svn-
dieate subsidised by the Minisler bea
gone out and absolutely squandered il
money,  Warking first at seven or eteht
miles from the town and subsequently
coming in eloser ta Menzies they had
selected patehes of ground upon which
nohinly knowing anything at all about
mining would have spent a penny, with
the result that the money advanced by the
Government, like that subseribed by the
public. was entirely lost, and no gond
purpose was accomplished. On the other
hand if a small party of legitimate pros-
pectors required assistanee they found it
impossible to get it, although they were
told that if desirous of erecting machin-
ery they counld obtain help in that
direction. But the prospector work-
ing down to 100 feet or less re-
quired very liftle machinery indeed.
If the Government would but expend
a sum of mener in giving assistance
ton the prospector in practical ways,
great good would bhe aceomplished. Tn
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this regard he was strongly in favonr ef
the appointment of mining boards, which
could take into eonsideration any reduest
for assistance and make their reeomnen-
dations fo the Minister. In regard to the
erection of public batteries he could ece-
graiulate  the Mlinister upon the goord
work accomplished. He knew that great
benefit had heen derived from the erec-
tiom of these mills; in fact it wsuid he
hard te imagine the position in which
many of the goldfields would be to-day
had it not heen for these public batter-
ies. Therefore he could only say, and he
knew that all practical mining mer would
agree wilh him, Lhat in the best in‘eresls
of the State the battery system shoula be
widely extended. There were many dis-
tricts throughout the country whers three-
lhead mills could he erected with prafit
hoth to the State and to the prospeetors.
Sueh a place was Mount Siv  Sawmuel,
which with other places lay at som= dis-
tance from the railway. If the prozpec-
tors in those distriets took their stone to
private wills they had to pay from 18s.
to 20=. per ton for erushing, in addition
to the very high cost of earting. Diving
hiz recent tour through the Eas* Mur-
chison goldfields he had found in neatrly
everv centre a large number of foreign-
ers working on the mines. At the sume
time he bad been asinnished to nofe the
number of our own people who were on
the track loaking for work. Yet he had
not found one foreigner carvving hiz
swag. All of these were practically work-
ing on the mines.

The Minister for Mines: Thy voun wigh
to infer that the inspection iz bad?

Mr. GOURLEY: Certainly a 200d deal
of blame was attachable to the inspectors.
This eondition of affairs should not be
permitled to exist in VWestern Ausiralia.
Back in 1904 the Minister for Mines had
made a statement to Lhe effect that in his
opinion foreigners should not be allowed
to work in our mines.

The Minister for Mines: No; what T
said was that no man shouid be employed
underground unless he eould intelligently
speak English.

My, GOURLEY : It had heen generally
undersicod that what the Minister had
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said was that the foreigner should not be
allowed to work in the mines at all.

The Minister for Mines: No, I did not
say that.

Mr. GOURLEY: At any rate he (Mr.
Gourley) was of opinion that they should
not be allowed to work in the mines. He
himself had had some experierce of the
ill effects of having the mines pverrun
with foreigners. When working in the
Shenton mine in the early days he had
been set to a task with five foreigners,
some of whom could not speak English at
all. He remembered a hole being fired
by a Britisher, who had previously in-
struected one of the foreigners to go
through the level and prevent anybody
entering it. Not clearly . understanding
his instructions the foreigner had simply
gone away but had not attempted to pre-
vent anybody coming in. The resnlt had
been that two men entered the level, and
were almosf upuon these holes when the
shols went off. From his own personal
experience he could give several ather
ilustrations of the same character. There
could never he any satisiactory condition
of affairs while these forrigners were em-
ployed as freely as th.y were to-day.
Without hesitation he conlid say it was duoe
largely to the faet that the mining inspec-
tors did not carey out thelr duties; be-
cause a large proportion of these foreign-
ers eould not speak English at all. Tf the
Minister for Mines would bub make in-
quiries as fo the number of foreigners
working mr our mines at the present time
he would probably be astonished at the
result. He (Mr. Gourley)} desired to con-
eratulate the Minister for Mines upon the
very hopeful speech he had made in the
House the other evening. He was sure
there was no other part of the Common-
wealth which offered such inducement to
prospectors and capitalists alike as did
Western Australia to-day.

Mr. A, A, WILSON: As the only coal
mining representative in the House he
desired to say a few words upon this par-
tienlar phase of he great mining indus-
try. [t was a matter for congratulation
hoth of the Minister for Mines and of the
public generally that such splendid strides
should have been made by the coal mining
industry during last vear, when the out-
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put inereased by 33,000 tons. It was only
fair that he shonld say that the Seottish
Collieries had been one of the pioneers in
the bunkering trade. That ecompany had
been the means largely of creating an ex-
port trade for Collie coal, and had given
a good deal of help to the industry gen-
eralty. With respect to the question of
a new area, he desired to point out that
there was a promising area just outside
Collie, which in his opinion it was the
duaty of the Government to take up and
work as a State mine. Coal had been
found there hetter than anything now
being operated upon ; and the Gov-
ernment to look affer their interests
should reserve a portion of that
arca and establish a State coal mine,
[t would do away with a good deal of
what was now going on, the cutting up
of the present small slices of trade into
smaller ones. The member for Green-
ough had spoken of the eost of the in-
spection of mines in Western Australia
as against that in ihe Bastern States;
hut the conditions of New South Wales,
Vietoria, and Western Adstralia were en-
tirely ddifferent. In New South Wales
praciically the whole of the minez were
in three districts—Broken Hill, New-
castle, and the Southern distriet, and the
inspectors could wo through most of the
mines in any one month. [ was shnilar
in Vietoria, but here in Western Aus-
tralia the inspectors had to travel hun-
dreds of miles. The member fur Green-
ough took excepiion to the high rate of
inspeetion fees~—7s. 3d. in Western Aus-
tralia against 2=, Gd. in New South Wales
and 2=, 9d. in Vietoria; but the hon.
memher took no exeeption to the exceed-
inzly high rate of accidents in the coal
mines of this State. Our coal mines
should he the safest coal mines in the
world, and they were if worked properly.
But we had some startling figures from
the official Year Book. TFor each persen
employed in New South Wales 106,000
tons of eoal were raised; in Victoria
32,000 tons, Queensland 24,000 tons. and
Western Australia 5,000 tons. The per-
centage of injured to the thousand men
emploved was: New South Wales 4.7,
Vietoria 6.%; Queensland 18.6: Tas-
mania +.8, and Western Australia 100.4,
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Figures like these demanded a lot of ex-
plangtion ; and while one spoke of the
tacking on to the inspectors of mines the
duties of inspecting machinery, some
thing at least should he done to put on
more inspectors who wounld endeavour to
reduce the number of men injured. He
took strong exception to the many inter-
pretativns put on the Coal Mines Aect.
The Act was looked upon as one of the
best in the world, but the Minister, or
rather his advisers, the Attorney Gen-
erals Department, were to be blamed for
the interpretaiion they put on it. He
{(Mr. Wilson) had extensive kmowledge of
the inspection of ines, having been a
check-inspector for the last 20 years, and

understanding the use of the anemometer”

and everything in conneetion with min-
ing ventilation; and the Collie miners’
union . five years ago had appointed bhim
check-inspector.  He had ecarried out
the dnties attached to this pusition until
16 months ago when some of the mines’
officials had looked up some old verdict
aiven in England and bloeked him from
wvoitig down the mines.

The Minister for Mines :
an old verdiet.

Mz A A WILSON: [t was a deci-
sion given by a magistrate and never ap-
pealed against,  Tn passing. one conld
gav rhat in New South Wales there were
men appointed by the miners as a whole,
whoze sole duty it was to aitend to in-
spections, and the companies and Govern-
ment believed in that sysiem beeause if
2ave beller results.

Xr. Bath : That decision had no bear-
ing whatever on the present case.

AMr. A. A, WILSON: Blame was rather
atfachable to the people in the old coun-
try for not having appealed against the
decigion.
creafe a case and have it tested before
the Federal High Court. The section of
the Act, which was framed to help the
miner, provided that the persons employed
in the nrine could appoint two of their
number, or any two persons not being
mining engineers, who were practical
working miners, to inspect the mine
Sixteen months ago, having gone fo the
mines as nsnal to do his inspeections so
that the men could get a eertain amount

It was not
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of ventilation, e was told by the Pro-
prietary mine officials that he could not

.go down because he was not a practical

working ininer. The fact that he was not
working at the time blocked bhim from
going down. That was the tissue-paper
seat that the wmine officials sat on. He
was blocked at two mines on this ae-
ceunt, and from that date no general in-
spection had been wade in iwo of the
eonl mines in the distriel.

The Treasurer : You have plenty of
working miners there; why did you not
get them to de it? '

Mr. A. A, WILSOX : There were
plenty of wovking miners; but it was not
every working miner that could check air,
ovr read or use the anemometer. Yester-
day the Seottish Colliery mine was Iaid
idle for half a day by half the men em-
ploved. The men were practieally com-
pelled to leave the mine because- they
were heing nearly suffocated through ill-
ventilation. That was the result of"
stopping  check-inspectors  from  going
there. The Minister wounld surelv cause
investigation to he made into this and
see that the word “workinz™ was token
ont of the Act, because the Aef as il
stoad now was useless to the miners.

Mr, Heitmann: He will not shift it.

Mr, A, A, WILSON: One was en-
couraged to believe that the word would
be shifted. The Aet provided that no in-
competent man could work alone on a
working face; but the Mines Depariinent,
through the advice of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, said that while one man with-
out experience eould not work alone on a
working face, fifty men conld do so.
Certain questions were asked of the in-
specter of mines at Collie with reference
to this. The inspector was asked eouid
one inexperienced person work alone as
a coal-getter under the Aet. The inspee-
tor replied “No.”  The inspector was then
asked, could ten or fiftvy inexperienced
persons over 14 vears of age work to-
gether at the face of the workings under
the Act? The inspector replied that two
or more inexperienced persons can work
together at the face as coal-getters and one
eonld work alome provided he was not
emplayed as a coal-getter. That was not
the intention of the Act.  Ahout three
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weeks ago he had oceasion to bring under
the notice of the inspector of mines the
question of hoys 14 and 15 years of age
working wore than eight hours a day,
and the inspector had caught boys work-
ing below for 16 hours on one day. Yet
the depariment said that no aection could
be taken. Surely it was never intended
that the Aet should work that way? The
time had arrived when the Aet should be
amended from bepinning to end, the evo-
lution in coal mining owing to the intro-
duetion of roal-cutting machines making
this imperative.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Pilbara had drawn attention
to certain ore which the Minister for
Mines had promised (o have carried by
camels belonging fo the Public Works
Depariment and used in the eonstruction
of the rabbit-proof fence, to a port for a
gentleman named Swcll. These were the
facts of the case: on the 2nd May, 1907,
he had received the following telegram
from the Minister for Mines:—

“Reported copper diseovery on Oak-
over River. Am desivous of giving
facilities to convey 50 tons as  trial
sample of copper lode. Will you in-
struet officer in charge  rabbit-proof
fence to eonvey 50 tons Lo Condon pro-
vided ore is hagged and delivered at
nearesi depdt to reported diseovery.”

To this he replied—

“Yes.  Shall debit your department
with cost. You make arrangements
with owners of ore.”

_ Therefore if there was any default in con-
nection with the conveyauce of the ore to
the pori it rested on his shonlders. But
he could elearly show that the promises
given were absolutely and entirely carried
out. Mr. Anketell was at the time on his
way back from the rabbit-proof fence,
and on arriving at Perth a day or so later,
he (the Minister for Works) telegraphed
to the Minister for Mines—

“Anketel returned and reports ean
arrange take ore in June provided it
is delivered nearest depdt.”

Mr. Taylor : How far was the mine
from the depit?

The Minister for Mines: About 18 op
20 miles.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
discovery was not far away from the
fenee. The work was drawing near con-
clnsion and the transport plant was to be
disposed of and some few months after
that date was mearly all sold. But the ore
never came to hand. It was not delivered
at the depdot as arranged. Instructions
had been sent to Inspector Johnson who
was on the fence to despatch it to Condon
if it were delivered at the depdt. On the
19th November the Minister for Mines
wrote—

“You will remember that I made ar-
rangements with you that the rabbit-
proof femee party at Condon shenld
convey uuder certain econditions 50 tons

" of copper ove for W. A. Snell to Port

Hediand. Arrangements were all com-

pleted, and 1 advised Snell that subject

to his bagging this ore and conveying
it to a spot to be arranged with the en-
gineer in eharge of the fence, your offi-

cers would convey ihe ore to Condon. I

would like to koow if you have any

correspondence in connection with this
matter, or if any reason is assigned why
your officers have not carried ont the
instruetions which 1 persume were is-
sued by von. The matter is one of
urgency, and [ desive to wire to Snell
at once.”

Ta that minute he had replied as fol-

lows on the 21st November:—

“On the 7th May, 1907, T wired to
Nullagine as follows:—‘Anketell re-
turned and reports can arrange take
ore in June, provided il i delivered
nearest depdl” Upon rceceipt of your
minute and telephonic information as
to the telegram from Mr. Snell we
wired the superintendent rabbit-proof
fence at Condon as follows:—'Re cart-
ing eapper ore Qakover River, when
was this ore delivered ai one of our
depits? Reply urgent” Last night we
received the following reply from 3Mr.
Johnson:—No ore was delivered at
depdts” You will see ihat our under-
taking was to cart ore provided it was
delivered during June. We have only
11 camels available for transport and
a sale of all stock is arranged at Con-
don on the 23rd inst. Apparently from
the information to hand it is quite



Aunnual Estimates :

owing to the delay in bringing the are

into our depits that it was not carted.”
“That eonclusively proved that we made all
arvangements to cart the ore, but it was
not done owing to the default of JMr. Snell
who did not have the ore there at the time
arranged.  The statement of the case was
made in a most damaging mamer by the
member for Pilbara as an example of the
promises which were made by the Mini-
ster for Mines and the way in which they
weni unfulfilled. Had the hon, member
made one or two investizations beforve-
hand he would have been convineed that
every efforl was made by the depaitments
-coneerned to earry out the promises faith-
fully. In eonnection with mining matters,
there were a great many members on this
side of the House not zo0 conversant with
mining affairs as many members oppo-
site, and when we heard these exaggerated
statements it made us =ometimes some-
what =eeptical abont other information
which might possible be acenrvate. 1In this
particular case it had heen stated as an
absolute fact that the Government had
made default, but the papers clearly and
conclusively proved that the defanlt was
.solely with Mr, Snell.

AMr. Bath: Anyhow, the ore was nol
taken down. If a person concerned ecom-
municates with a member surely the lat-
ter i3 justified in speaking in accordance
with the eommunication.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
-of the conditions was that the ore should
be bagred and conveyed to one of our
depits.

Mr. Taylor: By whent

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
arrangement was made in May, and by
the following November the ore had not
heen bagzed and taken to a depdt, for Mr.
Johnson's telegram in November said that
no ore had been sent to the depét up to
tben. In the meantime the construction
of the fence was concluded and we were
-selling the transport. How, therefore,
-could we convey the ore? Mr. Snell had
-the opportunity and it was eniirely his
own fault that the ore was not carted.

Mr MeDOWALL: It had given hin
-very great satisfaetion to find the Minister
for Mines so optimistic in connection with
the mining outlook.  All admitfed that the
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industry was of primary importance to
the State, and in the ¢ivcumstances,
shonld receive every possible encourage-
ment from the Mimster. His distict
was particularly of a low-grade character,
and being =a the great difficulty was to
work it profitably at the present price of
water. He was well aware of the faet
that the Minister for Mines was nat con-
neeted with the Water Supply Depart-
ment. hut surely there =honld he some
eonnection hetween those two being de-
partmentz. The wine which at  present
was  practically ihe salvarion of Cool-
gardie was Tindalz; it waz a low-grade
propozition. He had heeu informed fhal
only within ithe last few davs it had heen
determined to increase the price of water,
ar at all events to charge 55, 3d. per
thousand gallons, The management of
the mine maintained that it was impos-
sible to payv that priee. and there was a
possibility of an application being made
for exemption. or, as an alternative, that
the mine should obtain water from other
sonrees, 1t was known that a private
company had a dam, or at all events a
water supply, within close proximity to
this particular mine. The Cooleardie
Water Supply was indisputably a  naticnal
work: if should be national in character
and should be worked in eonneetion with
the Mines Development Vote. It would
nat be altogether fair for the Water Sup-
ply Department to say to rhe Minister
for Mines that they would supply water
at & reasonable eost if the Minister paid
tor it from the Mines Development Vote,
thereby throwing all responzibilify on the
Minister for Mines. There should, how-
ever, be some reciprocity and some means
of providing cheap water for the low-
erade shows in Coolgardie.  There was
another mine which even now could be
let un tribute if it were not for the water
dithieulty. It was a two or three dwis.
show and it was absoluielv impossible
with the present price of waier for it to
be worked now, A partv of tributers
were prepared to fake it vp if they could
et water at a reasonable raie. The min-
ing industry should be encouraged in
every possible way. and sowme effort should
bhe wade whereby water emld be ob-
lained at a reasonable rate in order that
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it could be developed. Some would say the
Copolgardie Waler Supply shonld be made
a payable eoncern. Notwilhstanding that
a deficieney in actual revenne mighi be
shown an the operations of the depart-
ment, still indirectly it was a paying con-
cern returning thousands of pounds into
the coffers of the State and indirectly was
making the railways pay; therefore the
scheme should be looked upon as one
national in eharacter. We did not ask
that every agrieultural railway should he
made actually self-supporting, for ail re-
alised that some lines eould not possibly
pay from their inception, consequently,
therefore, other lines Lhat could be made
to pay, and pacticularly the goldfields
ones, were ealled upon to supply the de-
ficieney in the case of non-paying lines.
Under some such system it was surely
possible for something to be dene in eon-
nection with the water supply for mines
in low-grade localities. There might be
an immediale loss on the transnetion, hut
undouhtedly this would be compensaled
for by an inereased guvid output. Many
“other distriels weve in the samne position
in this regard as Coolgardie, and it was
1o be hoped the Minister for Works would
he able to take this matter into con-idera-
tion and arrive at some scheme which
wanld result in the low-grade shows being
put inte active operation. In Cooleardie
therr was a great undeveliped low-grade
tract of eountry and lhere was prachi-
eally no limit to the wealth of the dis-
{rict in that respect; hul that country
could not be developed so long as the
nrice of water was so high. A {rouble
which was eausing a cousiderable an.ount
of annoyanece in his distriet was thai the
prospectors did not get paid for their
slimes.  Another question was {hat too
nmuch was charged for the treaiment of
sands.  The Minister realised the import-
ance of the prospector to the State, and
it was to be hoped, therefore. that these
maiters would receive due considerztion,
Prospectors were - worth almost untold
wenllth to us. and evervthing that tended
to disheartening them kept them back and
rendered it impossible for them to pro-
speci new shows, was to the detriment of
the Stale generally. Every possible fa-

eility shounld be given in eonnection with
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battery charges, fair treatment should be
given in connection with lhe sands and
shimes, and, in fact, prospectors should
be met in every possible way. He did
not desire 1o be unreasonable, for he was
quite sure the Minister for Mines, as the
liead of a large Stale department, must
liave considerable trouble in frying te ar-
rive at corrvect conelusions in connectien
with many departmental matters, but it
was to be hoped that matters of this kind,
which were reaily national in charaeter-
and were parochial in no sense of the
term, would receive the consideration to
whieh they were entitled.

Mr. ANGWIN: In eonncction with the-
discussion which had taken place, wem-
hers who had spoken had told the Com-
mittee that they had some inferest in the-
Mines vote. He represented a portion of
Fremantle, and there was something in
this vate which affected his distviel, econ-
sequently he was given an opportunity
of saying a few words. He was pleased
to hear the member for Pilbara draw
attention to the fact that gold was not
the only mineral to be mined in the Suate.
Tn addition, the hon. memher pointed ont
we had tin, eopper, and eoal, and various
other minerals, all of which, however, did
not get the same attention as the gold in-
dustry. He had hoped that something
would have heen done before this which
would have tended to assist the mining
of base metals. When the Supply Bill
was before members in August last he
asked the Minister for Mines when it
was iofended to do something to assist
mining in the North-West in the way of
providing smelting faecilities. It had
been pointed out to him repeatediy during
the past few months that we had untold
wealth in the North-West portion of the
State, and that if proper facilities were
provided for those engaged in the
industry, or were willing to embark in it.
not only they, but the State generally
would derive considerable benefit. The -
Minister, when speaking on the Esti-
mates, said that as far as copper was
eoncerned little of it was being mined.
We knew well that with the exception
of those at Ravensthorpe there were no
Governmenf smelters erected. The Min-
ister, in August last, stated that hefore
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he took into consideration the question of
providing aweifing facilities for the
Norili-West the report of the officer who
had been sent to the North-West would be
-awaited.  This officer was deputed to
make inquiries into the North-West frade
with the view of providing proper ship-
ping facilities to enable the mine owners
to bring their metals to a place where
they could be treated. The Minister told
the House that the Government wanted to
see the report of this officer first, and then
determine which would be the best scheme
to evolve. Tt was well known from an-
swers that had heen given to vavious ques-
tions that this report had come to hand
.some monihs sinee, but the Government
had not revealed to members the nature of
it, consequently members were not n a
position to know what the eontents were.
Sufficient time had elapsed to enable the
Minister to look into the report, and te
ascertain whether the shipping facilities
on the North-West coast were sufficient
to enable him to at onee establich smelters.
He hoped the Minister would give the
Commitiee some information with regard
to this matter. We knew that a large
number of people, particularly in the Fre-
mantle district, had heen wondering what
action the Government would take with
regard to the smelters, and all hoped that
the Minister would immediately take this
matter into consideration and come to
some decision. He hoped the Minister
would not be led astray in dealing with
the mining industry by the words whick
had been spuken by the member for
Greenough. Members were aware that
the country was going through a period
of financial stringeney, but unless some-
thing was done with the view to removing
that stringeney it would be impossible to
overcome the diffieulties in  which we
found ourselves. In the Mines Depart-
ment report for 1907 it was shown that
the mining industry had been assisted by
way of loans to the extent of £13,943.
That was a mere flea bite, and he thought
that the Government, by giving such a
small sum showed that they were losing
faith in an industry which had built up
the State. The time had arrived when the
Government shounld show to the world that
this country had so far only been

~
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seratehed, and that we had the greatest
@old and other metal producing areas in
the world. Another matter he wished to
refer to was that the Minister or his
officers showed they held wrong views
when dealing witl the Mines Development
Vote. Application had frequently been
made for the erection of State batteries
in various districts, and only that day he
bad read in the Kalgoorlie Miner a veply
to a letter whieh was sent te the member
for Kanowna, wherein it was pointed out
that in that distriet an application was
made by petition for. the erection of a
Stafe battery, and that the Crovernment
did not ercet batteries for the express
purpose of attracting development, but
onty when they could be assured that the
baticry would prove payable. Conse-
quently the miners who went into a par-
ticular district and spent every penny
they had in prospecting would wnot re-
ceive any assistance in the shape of a
State battery until they could insure the
Government against loss, That was not
the way to open up our mining areas.
The Government should be like private
individuals; they onght to realise the pos-
sibility of loss at times, and they should
also realise the indirect gain that would
follow on the expenditure of a sum of
money such az weuld he involved in the
erection of a State hatlery in a district.

The Minister for Mines: Are you
speaking of Ballagundi?

Mr. ANGWIN: That was the distriet
to which he was referring. 1t appeared
to him from travelling through various
parts of the State, more particularly in
the Murchison, that we had there a num-
ber of gold-producing mines which so far
had not been properly developed, and it
was realised that if the Government
would render the assistance that was re-
quired, that if thev wonld only show their
faith in the country, great things might
take place at an early date. Only a few
weeks ago he had the pleasure of visiting
the electorate of the Minister for Mines,
and he went to a little place ealled Comet
Vale. He noticed even there that develop-
ments were taking place, and that the
nmen of that field were spending their all
in opening up the country. It was felt
even there that if the Government would
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render these men the assistance that they
deserved, even little Comet Vale would be-
come an important disiriet. Unfortun-
ately, a good deal of the assistance that
was given to mining was generally given
to large companiez. The same assistanee
was not extended to those people who
were prospecting and who risked their
lives. It was given, as far’ as he could
gather, to those large. companies, who
were paying big dividends and who
could afford to proteel themselves,

The Minister for Mines: You might
mention one or two of those companies.

Mr. ANGWIN : The Great Bouider
Company, to whom water was supplied.
The member for Coolgardie, in speak-
ing on this question, referred to the price
that was charged for water, and he said
it was a matter of impossibility for some
of the low-grade mines in that distriet to
exist unless the water was reduced very
considerably in price. He realised the
difficulty that the Minister had to contend
with, and he also vealised the fact that
the water scheme was a great national in-
stitution, but, at the same time, it was by
rendering nssistanee in the shape of cheap
water—waier which was stored up, and
whicl at this time of the year evaporated
rapidly—that indirect gain would follow
to everyvone concerned.

Phe Minister for Mines: T have noth-
ing to do with the Water Sclheme; it is
not in my department.

Mr. ANGWIN : The Minister for
Mines had nothing to do with the Gold-
fields Water Scheme, but he had the eon-
trol of the water supply in some of the
other areas.

(Sitting suspended from (.15 to 7.30
p.an.}

Mr. ANGWIN: As he had said, a re-
duetion in the price of water charged to
these prospectors on the smaller shows
would at least result in an indiveet gain
which would fully recompense the State
for any dirvect loss it might sustain. Back
in 1898 he had been present at a meeting
in Cuoolgardie at which Mr. A, E. Mor-
gang, w1 dealing with the prospecis of
Cooleardie when the water supply schewe
should be eomplete, had pointed out that
the low-grade ores were present (o =o
large an extent that there was a possi-
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bility of the introduetion of the water
resulting in the employment of thous-
ands of men on these low-grade pro-
pusitions.  The member for Coolgardie:
had now declared that the price charged
fur the water was a great drawback to-
the distriet, If there were a possibility
of opening up these mines and providing
employment for a Jarge number of men,.
he (Mr. Angwin) maintained that there
could not fail to be an indireet gain from
the cheapening of water so substantial as
to be appreciable to ihe State as a whole.
In regard to the Collie coalfields, in lLis
opinion there was here a great opening
for the Government to render wvaluable
assistanee.  There were at present no
charge or bunkering coal brought into
our ports and in consequence the Collie
coal had to compete with coal from other
ports of Austealia, In a recent article in
the West Awustralion it had been pointed
out that the Comhine supplying eoal had
no pilot dues to pay, and were thus sub-
sidised to the extent of £9,000 per an-
num. If this Combine were made to pay
renzonable harhbour dues, it wounld serve
to assist the loeal industry considerably.
Only that day he had noticed that the
steanter “Mooltan” was taking a large-
quantity of coal. If the coal was suit-
able for stenmers of this class, the Min-
ister wmight reasonahly go into the ques-
tion and see if something could not be-
done in the way of imposing a charge on
the imported eoal which would substan-
tially assist the local industry. He (Mr.
Angwin) had been informed that a little-
while ago there had been required a lavge
quantity of coal for Cevlon. The Min-
ister, it seemed. was inlerviewed in re-
ward to thig, but nothing had eome of the
interview. The Minister in his reply
might explain to the Commitiee whether
he had been opposed {o the proposiiion
that the local eompanies should supply
the eoal for Cevlon, what information
he had given to his interviewers, and
whether or not that information was eal-
culated fo encourage those in Ceylon io
endeavour to enter inte a eontrack with
the West Australian eompanies. He-
trusted that the Minister would give some-
answer, particularly to the vemarks he
{Mr. Angwin) had made as to the smeli-
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ers,  The necessity of opening up the
North-West mineral figlds was fully rea-
lised, together with the impossibility of
profitably opening up those fields without
hetter tacilities being provided for the
sntelting of the ore,

Mr. WALKER: One might be ex-
pected 1o join in the general ery of eon-
wratulation upon the optimism of the
=peech of the Minister for Mines. How-
ever. he {Mr. Walker) was very dubicus
about placing too much confidence on that
optimism, A= a matter of fael, he had
been almost a vietim to optimism in his
own eleetorate. Not very long age Mr.
Montgomery of the Minister for Mines
department  had  wvisited  his (M.
Walker 's)  constituency, and led the
wood people  of Kanowna o im-
agine  that  partly as a  result  of
that viszit they were 1o have a ve-
vival of mining, To this day he {(Mr.
Wallzer) had not seen anyihing of a prac-
tieal, tangible. beneficial nature as the re-
sult of that visit. Yet the visit had been
full of optimism and full of promises.
In every part of the State where the
Minister or his officers weul there was
a secattering of this optimism. What he
wanted to see was a realisation of the
optimistic  predictions, a start towards
veally helping these parts of the gold-
fields eonstitnencies whieli required assist-
anee, There were parts of his own
constituency  which he thought even
the DMinister for Mines would> ad-
mit  required  help, and  which  would
henefit the State if they received
that help. Yei they were forgotten.
Not long ago the taunt was thrown out
hy 2 Minister that since he (Mr. Walker)
had reprezented INanowna the constitu-
enev had cone Jown. It was a remark
most uncalled for and most unjust, be-
cause though the population of the con-
stituencx was not what it was in the
boowming days, yel the district was not to
he sneered at as to is possibilities. I
was not the fault of the honest hona fide
2old-seekers that the distriet hiad depre-
ciated: it was the fault to a certain extent
of not putting ihe mining laws into force.
On one occasion aceompanied by a pro-
minent prospector of Kanowna he had
informed the Minister that the holders of
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the main reef at Kanowna were holding
it against the regulations, holding it
wrongfully to the detriment of the
general mining population, that they held
more of the reef than thev were entitled
to, and that by amalgamating and ob-
taiining exemptions they were not work-
ing the reef and were thus shutting up a
considerable auriferous area.  Inquiries
were promised, but there was no altera-
tion made; those who would be i{ributors
or who woukl work the reef in small com-
panies were kept off ot it and the work-
ings were idle to-day. When we found
these things in practice we could not talk
of optimism. No ddubt this evil, which
could have heen remedied long apo, ex-
isted in other parts of the goldfields, com-
panies sitting down on the best pacts of
the golden areas and withering up the
industey whevever they squatted.  The
introduction of British capital was of ad-
vantage, but the real strength of the coun-
try’s progress for the fulure in gold pro-
duction would lie in encouraging the
small prospectors, It wag noticed now
that wherever big companies went we
found ministerial assistance flowing.
There were promising little shows at
Broad Arrvow and more gold would be
produced if there were facilities for
erushing, Time after time he had asked
for hatteries for Broad Arrvow and Balla-
wundi, but  the requests were referred
through all the red lape branches of the
department, and eventually some officer
could not see his way lo recommmend the
applieations. We were at the merey of
those officers who did everything by red
tape or rule of thumb. If they did not
see any promise of immediate profit for
the Crown there was no recommendation,
though one understood that the depari-
mient existed for the principal objeet oY

encouraging the industry and not
to make a business profit out of
mining.  Again, the department did
not show anxiety 1o inake any
new  venture or take steps for

utilising all the possibilities of gold pro-
duction. Recently a Bulong mine, well
equipped with machinery and with every-
thing ready for speedy work. was offered
for sale. The depariment was made ac-
quainted with the faet that they eould
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obtain the mine at a cheap price. Tt
might not be the policy of the Govern-
ment to nationalise gold mining; but sup-
posing they did not wish to euter into
competition with other gold mines, the
opportunity was presented of getting hold
of machinery cheaply and possibly of
employing a number of hands on tribute.
It was a chanee of finding work for the
people whoe believed in Bulong. Recently
the Goldfields Water Supply water had
been taken to the distriet; but when the
department had the opportunity of keep-
ing the populatieon at Bulong they were
supine and did nothing. Iow could wea
then speak of encouragement to the
mining indugtry? The ehance was offered
hut the department negleeted if.

The Minister for Mines: It
negleet.

Mr. WALKER : Then, the opporiunity
was nllowed to pass.

The Minister for Minegs:- The report
was very much against the machinery,

Mr. WALKER: We were always mot
with these everlasting repovts. With a
little repair it was possible the machinery
wonld have done for the purpose of work-
ing the mine. There were those who were
only (oo willing to have the chance of re-
covering the gold they believed to be in
the Queen Margaret, and the Government
would lLiave set an example of becoming
mine owners. [f that could be done vna
large seate in thiz eountry we would not
need  to talk about our embarrassed
finances, but could pay all the expenses
of the State luxuriantly and exlrava-
gantly and would still have money left.
One complained also of the small pro-
speets ahead of really assisting bona fide
prospeetors.  The Mines Department was
ton much like a pawn shop, insisting on
solid security before advancing a penny.
Tf a mine wag good enough why so mu h
fuss abount the pound for pound subsidy,
and of the advance being covered by puro-
perty before being made? Most ecapita-
lists would help miners in such cireusn-
stances. 1t was in this direction that pro-
per administration ghould be displayed.
So far as the department was concerned
it was a pure calenlation on paper as (o
the value of property and the assets he-
Fare one penny was lent. The charactes

wias not
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of the enterprise, the difficulties of the
venture, the possible results that would bu
achieved, were never tdken into considera-
tion. That was not good administration,
The Government should take a bonu fide
risk and thus benefit the State. The
same vewark applied in regprd to pro-
spectors who were exploring, possibly for
new Golden Miles. Hiiherto we had mos.
carelessly  distributed any vote for the
purpose of assisting ihese men, and we
had not considered in every instance the
bona  fide  prospecior, hut it was
the favoured few, the well-known
few who had gone out oue firip,
eome in and gone onf  again un-
til their lives had been passed in a sort
of gipsy existence, pleasant pienics inte
the interior and back. The men who had
spent 1iheir lives in prospecting anil
whose work as good prospectors was well
known had not been given proper assist-
ance. If we really wanted to develop the
industry and to he optimistie, let us show
it by the amount of liherality we bestowed
on mining development. Safficient in
that diveetion had not been done. Some
deserving cases had received the required
assistance; bul at the same time very
often most undeserving cases lhad been
helped and very deserving ones neglected.
The case referred to by the member for
M. Magnet (Mr. Troy) was an instanee
of that-kind, where prospectors were
favoured men, whose character had
beerr more or less tarnished, wlo had
not the work to do they represented and
who were assisted, in spite of the stage-
menls made by the Solicitor General that
to help them in the eircumstances would
not he legal. He hoped there would be
some practical reformation in the treat-
ment of such cases as those mentioned.
Mr. OSBORN: It was very pleasant
to hear 80 many speakers eulogise
the Mines Department, and there was not
the slightest doubt it was a case of he-
stowing ecredit where eredil was due. He
desired to bring under the notice of the
Minister the disadvantages the Roe-
bourne district laboured under in respeet
te mining. The distriet had not experi-
enced very flourishing times excepting
when it first gzave the impetus fo mining
in Western Australia. It was one
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of the first fields of a pavable
nature diseovered in the State. Un-
tortunately for the field, after it had
to so great an extent helped to bring pop-
ulation here, the prospectors there be-
came dissatisfed with the number of men

camped around them so they essayed to-

20 further afield and fry and find some-
thing fresh. They achieved suecess. for
they discovered Cocolgardie and Kalgoor-
lie. We all remembered the custom in
those days of the mob following the lead-
crs, and as soon as it was ascertained in
his electorate that such rich finds had been
made i Covleardie all the miners lef!
there and went to the new field, and un-
fortunately the distriet, which was over
L.000 miles from the centre of govern-
meni. was practieally lost sight of, and
all the energies of the Mines Department
were coneentrated in the Eastern fields.
From rhat momenr the Northern felds
seemed to be looked upon as a thing of
the pasi. JMining in the North, espeei-
ally at Pilbara, could not pay without
the provision of those facilities which un-
fortunately did not exist there at the pre-
sent time. There were reefs in the dis-
triet which were a good deal richer than
the average ones elsewhere; hut
owing to the neglect of the department

it was only with very great diffienlty

the mines were able to keep alive. The
chief troubles in the district had been lack
of water, timber and fuel. Timber was
very scarce and expensive.  The other
night the Minister for Mines mentioned
one or two mines in which the baser met-

als were found. and he spoke of ihem,

in eulogistic terms, adding that unfortu-
nately the low price of eopper prevented
them from now being worked. Tt was
not the poor price of copper thal pre-
vented smne of these mines heing worked.
They were rich enough to pay handsomely
provided there was good management
and those facilities which would enable
the metals to be placed on the marke: at
a less cost than was the case now. Take
the Whim Creek Copper Mine for ex-
ample.  This was .an enormously rick
mine and would be working well to-day
hat for its misfortune to have been per-
haps indifferently managed from a busi-
ness point of view.
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Mr. Taylor: Tt is on private property.

Mr. OSBORN : There were mines in the
same vieinity which were not on privaie
property and quite as rich. There was
one a few -miles from the Whim Creek
whieh was being worked on ‘rihute and
which, even in the existing eircumstances,
could be worked at a profit. The great
diffienlty was that evevything had 1o be
carted some 25 to 30 miles, and tiat
there were enorwous freight and lighter-
age charges. To get a ton of ecargo from
the ship to the shore cosi something like
15s. for lightering and handling. That
made it very difficult to work copper, lead,
or tin up there. The lighterage and ship-
ping chavges generally were extortiomate;
but netwithstanding all these difficulties
rhe mines still existed and, were the facil-
ities better, wnuld nay handsome profits.
The BMinister had partienlarly mentioned
the Lily Blanche mine sitwated within
nine miles of Roehourne. The company
owning it went insolvent, and the pro-
perty was now held by the official re-
ceiver. It had heen so held for some
eight or nine months, but no effort had
been made to compel the official reeeiver
aither to sell and to realise on the pro-
perty or to throw the area open for re-
sefection.  If the original owners or
someone else were working the property
now, employment would be given to some
two or three hondred men. It was not
necessary for him to say why the com-
pany failed, for most members were
aware of the reason: but there might be
an excuse for the failure inasmuch as the
shipping ¢ompanies when the ore was at
a fair price refused to take it from the
jetty at Roebonrne. Ore was left on the
wharf from month to month until at last
came the slump in the market and the
owners were forced into the Bankruptey
Court.

Mr. Tayler: 1 placed that view of the
case hefore the Minister at the time,

Mr. OSBORN: That was so, and there
were other members who with hiw recog-
nised that the Northemn fields should have
far more attention paid to them than was
the ease. There was another matter
to which he wished té6 draw attention,
and that was in respeet to a gold show
known as Weeriana. There was a plant
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there which was subsidised by the Mines
Department to the amount of £1,000.
That mine had waorked for searcely more
than a few weeks cousecutively, and at
the present time it was applving for
exemption and the chances were that it
would be granted. On the last oceasion
the mine did not work for more than two
manths and if the Government had subsi-
dised ' the plant to the extent of £1,000,
exemption should certainly not be mrant-
ed to any extent. Coming further south
to the Onslow distriet, along the Axh-
burlen, there were a number of showa
there, copper mines, siiver-lead mines,
and guld mines. One of these silver-
Jead mines was able to work under ad-
verse condilions for some time; they had
to eari their vre, pay £3 for lighterage
al Onslow, 13s. freight {o the Eastern
States, and after having the ore treated
and paying all these costs it just took the
whole of the profits, [t was easy to see
that under such conditiuns a mine could
not pay. 1t was also easy to see if help
were given to the base metals and to
sueh mines as were known to exist in Lhis
distriet there would be some possibility
of a number of them paying. We should
nat lose sight of the faet that the basge
metals  were likely to he in existence
when the rvicher metals were exhausted.
or, at any rate, when there were fewer
mines warking. The people in the dis-
trict he represented were not asking for
unreasonable assistance: they asked that
the Government should assist them in
respeel to providing smelters within the
State where the ores eould be treated,
and they were particularly anxious that
he. as their member, shonld ask the GGov-
ernmenl {v ereet smelters al Fremantle,
or to buy the present smelters, ur’even
subsidise (hem so that the ore mizht be
treated in the State; then these people
would be able to make a suecess of thewr
mines, provided, of course, that the Gov-
ernment went te their nssistunee in other
directions. The Alines Departmeni bad
not spent £100 in that distriet in con-
nectton with providing a water supply
on the roads or tracks. The roads board
in the Onslow distriet had actually mort-
aaged their rates for (hie ensuinz year lo
provide water along these iracks. it
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was unreasuhable to expeet the rvoads
board to du this oot of their vevenue,
and Le thought the depariment should
reconp that hoard so as to prevepi 1t
from hecoming  in an  impoverished
state through their aetion. it {the mines
were given anv kind of a einnce he was
satislied the district would prove itself
to be a rieh one.  Nome asistonee
should he given to the prospectors whao
were developing those capper mines in
and about Roebourne, There were many
men whoe had spent hundreds of pornds
there in attempting to diseover payahle
lodes.  The country was envrmously vich
but it was very difficull o work,  Fe
asked the Minister to give some atten-
tion (o the requests from these people
when they eame along. If the (fovern-
ment decided (o erect smelters at Fre-
mantle, not anly would the faeilities ask-
ed by these peaple in the North be given
ta them but emplovment would he found
for a considerable number of men. With
respect to the accommodation for ship-
ping ore at Onslow. he desired to poini
out that it was most wnsatisfactory. The
jetty was useless heeanse nu hoats eould
come alongside and  evervthing had to
he liglitered. The dillienlty zhould
he overeome at an eavly date. He
hoped {hat at the earliest possible mo-
ment, now ihat (he Painl Sampson tram-
way extensiott was nearing completion,
that the Minister would see his way clear
to replace the horses which were used
on that line by two or three small loco-
motives. which could easily he built in
the Siate. The hurse tramway was ob-
solete, and, moreover, with the present
high charges that were levied the pros-
pectors were considerablv handieapped.
It cost the people 12s. to cart their stuff
along that line.

The Minister for Uines: Not o the
tramline.

Mr. OSBORN: [t used to cost 8s. to
Cossack. but now that the line was ex-
tended to the jetty there were wharfage
dues and other charges which brought
the total to 12s,

The Minister for Mines: The 12x
not wholly a tramwax charge,

was
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Mr. OSBORN: At any rate it cost that
mueck to get the stuff to the steamers.
The ebarge was unreasopable. but he un-
derstood it was almost impossible for the
Government to undertake the earriage of
the ore ot a reduced rate while they con-
tinued to employ horses. In that dis-
triet where the heat was from 109 o 120
in the shade members would recognise
that horses were out of the guestion. He
hoped the Minister would take some
notice of the remarks he had made.
Other departments had heen able to
spend thousands of pounds in puiling
down bures to assist the pastoral indus-
try, and it was only fair to expect that
the distriet should have some similar
consideration shown to it by the Mines De-
partment. The mining industry In those
parts would profit censiderably f a
water supply weve provided. The exist-
ing bores were not of much convenicnce
to the miner. They might be conveni-
ent to the prospector. but there were
only about two in the distriet that he
represented, and those two conld have
been done without as far as the mining
mdustry was concerned, beecanse e
windmills and wells ereeted by the squat-
ters were alwavs at the disposal of the
miners.  He sineerely hoped rthat ile
Minister wounld give consideration to the
mattevs that he had mentioned se that
the industry in this portion of the State
might be benefited.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was his desire to
make only a few remarks on the Mines
vote. Having listened to the debate which
had followed the speech of the Minister,
one could not but recognise that the ad-
ministration of the department had been
condemned from Roebourne right down
through the Pilbara distriet to the Mur-
chison, down through Cue, across there
to Black Range, over the Northern por-
tion of the goldfields and on to the East-
ern goldfields. While he recognised that
the debate, as far as it had advanced, had
been good-tempered, one could not say
that it had heen eulogistic in any way or
in any particular of the administration.
The Minisier for Mines in delivering his
speech was carveful te avoid mentioning
the questton of administration. In speak-
ing of the industry he referred to it from
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its ineeption right up to the present time,
and he =elected for quotation thoze mines
which were rieh and whieh were wiving
ereat yields, and vne listening in the Mini-
gter eould not do so without feeling some
pride at living in this golden country of
Western Australia. The Minister's syreech
was one which was pucely on paper: i
waz not borne out by factz, There was
a very large area under the wanagement
of the Chamber of Mines. and their ver-
sion of the manner in which the industry
was carried on was placed hefure the M-
hitration Court some Few months ago,
It was only to-dax that the Court had
delivered its award; and apart from Lhree
mines in the whole uf that area—from
within 20 or 30 miles of Menzies right
out towards Laverton, taking in Leonora,
Morgans, and Kookynie and all that
country—it had been found that there
was sufficient evidence fo convince the
Cowrt of the necessity of reducing the
wages of the workers; of reducing the
wages, not on the grounds of the eost of
living, but on the grounds of the ineapa-
city nf the mining companies to pay the
wages, That in itself was to him, and
would be to the people of the country,
proaf that the speech delivered by the
Minister for Mines in this Chamber a
few duavs ago had been pnrely an ophi--
mistic speech. He {Mr. Tavlor) was not
prepared to say one word against the pos-
sibilities of the mining industry of the
State: but he thought that on an ueea-
sion like the consideration of the Annual
Estimintes. when they dealt with the ex-
penditure of some £163.818. it was only
reasonable that ihe Minister’s speech
should he hased on facts. The Arbitra-
tton Court had in effect declared that
these mining companies were nnt in a
position to pav the wages. Quire ve-
cently there had heen some rich dizcov-
eries on the Golden Mile.  Following
the reasoning of the Court in itz most re-
cent decizion. it would be a fine time for
the workers on these new discoveries to
present their ease te the Court for wages
based an the capacity of the compantes
to pay. In sueh eireumstances these par-
ticular wen ought to command a verv
high wage indeed. However. ihe debate
heing carried on by the Commiitee was
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not =0 mueh to do with the mining indas-
iry as with the administration of the
Mines Department.  Althongh not per-
paps expressed in vigorows terms, vet
there had heen heard on hoths sides of
the Houzse condemnation of that adminis-
tration. Kven the lon. member who had
just resumed his seat had charged the
(rovernmment with negleet to provide a
water supply for the stock carrying uvre
and minerals in the North. It seemed
that tlie administration of the Mines De-
partment was hampering the mining in
those Northert aveas. Yet in his {Mr.
Taylor's) opinion the ear of the Minister
should he just as acecessible in the far
North-West as it was at Southern Cross.
He hopecd that the Minister would en-
deavour to rectify this and many other
things in the coming vear, and that when
the Estimates were before the Committee
next wear there would net he so many
complaints to make against the adminis-
tration.  He (Mr. Tavior} had been per-
fectly astonnded by the statement made
that afternoon by the member for Collie,
t the effect that certain coal mines at
"ellie were shut down owing to bad ven-
tilation. 1f it were true—and the hon.
menther had assured him that it was ah-
salutely true—then Lhe Minister for Mines
should immediately set about a reform.
It was appalling indeed that such a state-
ment could have leen truthfuily made in
that Clhiamber. As for the question of as-
sistance to prospectors, he recognised
that the Minister had many more demands
for assistance than he could hope to sat-
iefy: still he (AMr. Taylor) eould not help
thinking that a good deal more could be
done with the money at the disposal of
the JMinister if it were more judiciously
laid out. It was not at all times the
genuine prospector who got assistance.
Very frenuentl- the legitimate prospector,
for want of funds to cope with heavy
water ar other diffienlties, had to velin-
auish his work. Tn sueh case he applied
to the department for assistanee, and
most oflen met with the reply that if he
were prepared to find half the cost of
machinery he ¢onld obtain assistance; hut
fhat should the eunterprise fail the Gov-
erninent would Inke over the whole of the
marhinery. A man might have confidence
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in lis show; but he would require to
have overweening confidenee 1n 1t be-
fore he would he prepared to pay half
the cost of the plant and agree to the
Govermnent taking the whole in the event
of mischance. There was positively no
incentive whatever to the prospeetor to
develop in the face of diffienlties.  Yet
in thexe days a man had to get down
helow the roots of the grass; hecause the
period of selling surface shows had gone
past, and Western Australia had taken
lier place as a permanent mining country.
He knew in particular of one very old
prospector at leonora, than whom there
was o more earnest and sincere prospee-
tor in the State, and who to-day had a
proposition which he believed would deo
well if he conld but get an advance from
the Government. He had made his re-
quest, but had been met with the pound
for pound explanation, and consequently
had been frozen out, That day he (Mr.
Taylor) had received a letter from Lin-
den, from people who desived to make
application to the Minister for assistance
in a similar way.

The Minister for Mines:
heen promised £200.

Mr. TAYLOT: That was anotler ap-
plieation. He recognised that the Min-
ister had a ereat diffienlty in diseriminat-
g in respeck o these applications; buf
it would be fonnd that the really genuine
prospector seldom obfained what he
wanted, while someone less deserving and
less eapable more often got the advance.
As to the public batiteries, he (Mr. Tay-
lar) had spoken pretty often and pretty
strongly., There was this little 2-head
mill at Linden. On Saturday he had re-
ceived a lefter from the seeretary of the
Lenseholders and Prospectors’ Associa-
tion. Parl of this lefter he would read
out, and it would show even the Minister
that under existing conditions it was fu-
tile to attempt to develop this field. The
writer had pointed ouni that at the 2-head
mill Mr. Hill had crushed 172 tons. He
{Mr. Hill) had started on the 10th No-
vember and was stopped on the 4th De-
cember to give others a show to crush be-
fore Christmas. Tt had been really good
crushing stuff, and the mill had run every
Sunday. crushing 172 tons in 24 davs. or

They have
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an average of 6% tons per day. This
crushing of 172 tons bad gone 15 dwlis.
Then J. MeCarthy had erushed from the
Blue Jacket 19 tons for 11 dwts. Five
days’ actual erushing had averaged less
than 4 tons. ' P. Rufen had ecrushed 20
tons from the Camel Backs for 1 oz
4 dwts, the aelnal crushing for four
days averaging 5 tons. Hill's stone from
the Carbine lease, the writer had pointed
out, was about the hest crushing stone in
the distriet, barring the Green Hills; his
pavcel of 172 tons had given the Gov-
ernnient a revenue of £86. As for ex-
penses, there had heen three drivers at
15s. a day, 24 days, total £54; three
feeders at 13s. 4d. per day, 24 days, tofal
£48; so that wages, without the hattery
manager’s salary, fuel, stores, eteetera,
had run into £102. We earned £86, but
n doing so spent £102. Another parcel
consisted of 19 tons from MeCarthy’s.
In this case the revenue was £9 10s., and
we spent in wages £21 3s. without the
manager’s salary, fuel, stores, etcetera.
Apgain, another pareel of 20 tons from
Rufen’s was treated, the revenue heing
£10 and the wages £17. excluding man-
ager’s salary and so forth. Tt was -
possible for the administration of the de-
partment to be anything like it should be
with batteries of this character that were
losing money and were anything but sat-
isfactory. Tt wounld be different if they
wave satisfaction to the men. but the Min-
ister wounld agree that the 2-head mill at
Linden cansed more friction among the
prospectors and leasellolders than any
hattery mn the State.

The Minister for Mines: There will he
a big change,

Mr. TAYLOR : These things were men-

tioned so that the Minister might have

the opporinnity of replying.

The Minister for Mines: 1 will give
vou the information if yon supply me
the partienlars.

Mr. TAYLOR : Questions would he put
to the Minister on the subjeci at the next
sitting. The industry was not geiting
that wise aitention it needed to put it in
a flourishing condition, give ewmployment
to our people and enrich the State. T
was gradually diminishing and something
wonld nead o he done largely by the de-
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partment. The Minister had heen cou-
trotling the department for eight yems
with the exception of one vear, and if le
did not know hLow to administer the de-
partiwent in the best interests of the It

dustry no vne elge did. Therefore, it was
io be hoped the Minister would do svme-
thing to give assistance to prospectors.
not to those gentlemen generally aceepted
as prespectors, but to real wenuine pro-
spectors, those who never aceepted wages
unless they were absolutely stnne-broke
and could not get a sturekeeper fo back
them. The prospeetor was a class of man
fast disappearing. He was a man who
bad no friends in high positions whe
conld gef to the Minister’s ear; and it
was only by the merezL ¢hance he imet the
member representing the district. This
was the man we should assist, not wne
who could get friends to put a few hun-
dred pounds into his property and so ob-
tain a subsidy from the Government.
The imember for Roebonrne spoke of the
Roebourne leaseholders who eonld not get
their copper ore away to market, because
the squaiters had first claim on the accom-
modation provided on the ships trading
alony the coast. He (Mr. Tavlor) had
warned Ihe Minister of this twelve
months ago, and had =aid that it wounld
ruin those leaseholders through not heing
able to get their ore en to ithe warket
when copper was at its highest price. The
proof was now apparent. The property
of these leaseholders was in the hands of
receivers and those who (hought they
possessed wealth-producing propositionz
were forced to seek work in other direr-
tions. The hundreds of pounds thex lost
Lhrough not being able to get their ore
to the market until copper was below £60
a ton, would have enabled them to hold
their properties.  The Minister shonld
take unotice of the very temperate debate
on these Estimates. It was questionable
whether there had heen any debate during
the past seven or eight vears on the
Mines Estimates when szo much good
temper was displayved over the admini-
stration of a department which. as a
matter of fact. richly deserved more con-
demnatinn on the zecore of adminiziration
than it reeeived, because memhers from
both sides of the Chamher had shown
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where condemnation was deserved. The
Minister must surely recognise that the
administration of the department had not
beett all he wonld lead us fo helieve it
was.  The Minister had previously talked
of the great change that was to take place
in our battery sysiem, that the superin-
tendent who, according to the Minister.
was responsible for all that was wrung
had heen removed, and thai when a man
of hrains and capacity, still according to
the Minister, was appointed eapable of
administering the deparfment it would
flourizh.  What flourishing had taken
place? Had the bartery system been »
ereater suecess during the last  fwelve
monihs? No. There was more condem-
nation to-day than ever.

The Minister for Mines: Not from our
customers.

Mr. TAYLOR: The gentlemen men-
tioned in the Tetter read were customers
of the batteries. and their condemnation
was preity strong, The system had not
improved in the last twelve months. Of
course, the official was not responsible for
these two-head mills. That type of mill
waz worked eight years ago at Black
Range,

Mr. Troy: Not at Black Range, but at
Yalzoe and Paynesville.

The Minister for Mines: It opened up
Binck Ranve.

Mr, TAYLOR : N, Black Range “went
bunz.” and only prospered azain as socn
as the twon-head mill was faken away.
Dishieartening (he prospectors meant ruin-
ing prospecting, Prospecting was only
carried an by the enthusiasm of the pro-
gpector. buoved up by the hope of some-
thing ahead. The prospectors were men
wha went out into the bush with nothing
but hard stern faets in front of them,
men who looked at their provisions and
studied how long they would Inst, and
men who could tell to half-a-pint how
long their water supply could last.  The
only thing that kept them going in this
hard life was their hepe and ambition.
Take that from them and it killed them.
To treat them as had heen done was to
kioek all hope out of them. OQur pros-
pectors were leaving us and the eountry
was heing unprospected and unexplored.
Ti was to he hoped that the Minister
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wonld ecease operations so far as these
two-head mills were concerned and give
the people in every part of the State,
where there were signs of prosperity in
the way of stoue raised, a proper and up-
to-date crusher. The systew of purechas-
ing seeond-hand batteries, old raitle-lraps,
had been carried on iu this State too long
and the Minister should cease operations
in that direetion alsn. The State shoulid
have evervwlere up-to-date millz.  Then
there was the question of oblaining dupli-
cate parts of the wmills. At times thers
were mills  within a few miles of one
another, and yet when something hap-
pened to one nill it was found hmpossible
to obtain a duplieate part from the other
mill so as to vepair it. Consequently it
was necessarv to send to Perth to geb
parts necessary for repairs and even thea
it was frequently found that the batteries
were so obsolete that it was impossible 1o
make good the deficiency, It was to be
hoped the Minister would take these eriti-
cisms as they were meant and do his hest
to make the nrining industry what i
should he. Let him inspire hope in the
prospectors, give them every faeility ic
ga out and explore the country and hold
ont every inducement to them to prospeet
the unlknown pertions of the great auvri-
ferous helts in the Stafe.

Mr. BATH: The menvber for Mount
Margavet (Mr. Taylor) had said the de-
bate on the mining Estimates had been
very (emperate and probably the faet
that the weathey had taken the temper
out of members was accountable for the
mildness of the remarks in the various
speeches.

The Premier: The weather puts tem-
per into them at times.

Mr. BATH: Several members and es-
pecially the member for Katanning (Hon
F. H. Piesse) made very eulogistie refer-
ences to the speech of the Minister for
Mines. That speech was nothing more
than an historieal review of mining since
gold was first discovered in  Western
Aunstralia. We had heard that review
hefore. It bad heen given every year
when the Estimates were discussed, it
had heen given on the Mining Bill and
on the Mines Regulation Bill, and, in
fact, the Minister had given the speech
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s0 ofien that at the present time he
added to it a fouch of eloquence and
continuity whieh perhaps justified ihe
etlogy passed upen iv; but atter all that
was not exactiv the information thar
members representing the goldfields con-
stifuencies desired. We did not want to
be continually looking backward on the
history of mintng in Wesilern Australia,
and the attitude taken by the Minister
would make it appear to some persons,
and especially to those who were nol au
fait with the present posifion of mining,
that the position was such that we had
to look hackward in order 1o find com-
fort in the outloock. He did not accept
that point of view., It was true there
was need ~¥ every diligence, energy and
earnestness in conneciion with the in-
dustry, but there was so much territory
whieh had proved to be gold bearing,
there were so many centres where the
development was of a most satisfactory
nature, and ihose centres were so scat-
tered, that anyvone with practical know-
ledge of mining must be assured that
the future of the industry wasz full of
promise. We were at a erifical period
so0 far as mining was eomeerned, and
while there might be many whoe were
ceonvineed that the development and the
prospeets  warranted every confidence,
still we were m that position where the
Government had practieally determined
on the Estimates that they were going to
diseontinue the policy of direef encour-
agement to mining. Anyone who had
taken note of the positton at the pre-
sent time would realise that, although
the production had declined, the same
amount of dividends was still being de-
clared, and that on the Murchison and
East Murchison fields the produetion of
a less quantity of gold than that pro-
duced say, in the East Coolgardie gold-
field where a considerable amount of
capital had been invested, rvesulted in a
greater business, a greater local expendi-
ture than perhaps three times the pro-
duction from the mines owned by for-
eign capital.  Fields such as Meeka-
tharra, Black Range. Yalorinda, and
others which were dependent to-day very
largely on lacal capital and local svadi-
cates for their development, and the re-
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suiis from whieh were heing retained in
the Siate, were the direet outcome of
the encouragemeni given to the develop-
ment of mining in Western \ustralia.
If we diseontinued that poliey or made
developments in the future by reason
that whatever assistanee was given was
taken from loun moneys, we were uoing
to rvetard the possibility of new tields
such ag those he had mentioned heing
discovered. [t was only neeéssary (o
turn up the finaneial figures in the Stat-

istical .Lbstract 1o observe that while
the administrative cxpenditure—ihai

was the expenditure on wardens, clerks
and inspectors—was increasing and the
expenditure especially of the central
office in Perth was inereasing, the rev-
enne derived from mining was a decreas-
ing item. If the Premier were tn tarn
up the figures he would see that in
1901-2 owr territnrial rvevenue from min-
ing totalled £33,898—that was the direct
revenue apart from the dividend tax—
and that in 1907-8 (his revenue had
dwindled to £31,434, notwithstanding, as
he had pointed out, the inerease in the
administrative cost.

The Premier : Was not a great deal
of the first  rvevenue derived frome
survey fees and fees of a like character,
paid when taking up the original leases?

Mr. BATH: That might be true and
probably it was, for the revenue was de-
rived from such fees; but if mining were
developing, if mew leases were beinge
taken up, if existing fields were being ex-
tended and new fields opened, that item
should if not inerease certainly not bhe
decreasing. It should be a constant
item.

The Premier ; The cost of taking up
protection arens, eteefera, has been re-
duced.

Mr. BATH: The argument had fre-
quently been nsed by the Minister for
Mines that the reductions in ecost had
heen effecied by the Minister for 1the en-
couragement of the industry; huat how
had that been accomplished? While on
the one hand the amount to the lease-
halder or prospector mizht be reduced
and a few pounds be thus saved. still on
the other hand the difference was made
np by wsther taxation, The difference
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waz in faet more than made up by the
increased burdens placed upon the
people.

The Premier : Tn what direetion has
there been increased taxation?

Mr. BATH: The land and income tax.
The latter tax affected any man doing
even decently on the goldfields. Unless
a leaseholder earned £5 a week it was
not of much use for him to - continue
working on the goldfields where the cost
of living was so high.

Mr. Gordon: These people ave not the
onlv ones who are taxed.

Mr. BATH: That remark was not
apropos of the argument. It was useless
for the Minister to boast about a redne-
tion of the fees to the miner or prospee-
tor whkn more than the amount saved was
taken from him by some other form of
taxation. It would have been wmuch
better to allow him to remain as he was
in the first place. As a matter of faet,
the direct encouragement to mining had
been a constantly decreasing item since
1904.5, While he had no desire to make
a eomparison between the era of Labour
Administration and the period of office
af the present Government, or to make
any vomparison as to the exteni
to  whieh the mining industry was
encou-a~ed in the respective periods, he
could n t but point out that in the ex-

pendiic vn from revenue on water supplies,
erecti f State batteries and on the
Mine:  svelopment Vote, the Labour
Glove nt spent a pgreat deal more—
doubl. 2 amount—than was spent by
the - it Administration. We found
in flr imates that the vote for mining
devel nt had been dropped. That was
ares - vole, and the whole of our ex-
pend from revenue this year, as far
a= il es Department was concerned,
was ly an administrative vote for
the « ry staff of the Mines Depart-
ment the various sub-departments
with y the exception of the ex-
pend n the existing State batteries,
whie t he expressed as a vote for
the «d eneonragement of mining.
His ‘nt against the administration
of t ‘s Deparlment at the present
tHime ' there was a lack of definite

polic “at lack had been apparent
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ever since the present Minister had been
in office. When all these eulogies were
passed onte had only to turn to the actual
records of the department, to look through
the eomments of not only departmental
officers but also of the Auditor General
in regard to the Mines Developinent Vote,
to Inok throngh the report of the Public
Battertes Board on the administration of
the State battertes, and one would find
condemnation from beginning to end. And
these were not partisans’ reports; these
were the reports of impartial individuals.
and something fo whieh great weight
could be attached. We were promised
when the report of the Public Battery
Board was  sabinitted that there was
to be a change of policy and reorganisa-
tion, and that competent officers were to
be installed, the batteries were to be
brounght up to date, and the Batteries,
Department was to be placed on such a
footing that it could be compared and
would be enabled to compete with any
commercial enterprise outside. But as
far ns he eounld see, from what had been
quoted by the members for Mount Mar-
earet, Mount Magnet, Pilbara, and others.
the same old backward poliey was char-
acteristic of the Mines Department to-
day as it was yesterday, and as it was a
year ago, and the Minister seemed to be
content to grub along in no style what-
ever, just as long as the Mines Depart-
ment got throngh and was able to exist
through whatever criticism was offered
against it. They had been told that
gweet were the uses of advertisements, and
if there was one policy which the Minister
for Mines pursued it was to make his
administration of the Mines Deparatment
a poliey of self-advertising right through.
Ti was altogether a bad pelicy for the
Minister to take periodical trips through-
out the eountry and eontinoally make
promiges such as those mentioned by the
ntember forr Mouni Margaret, and others
whieli had been brought under his (Mr.
Bath's) notice by the Leaseholders’ Asso-
ciation in the Minister's own constitueney :
promises which were made and whieh
were never fulfilled. The Minister. wherr
making a tour, was not in the prsition
to make definite promises and sny that
he was zoing to do a certain thine with-
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oui fully investigabing it. It was a tenad-
eney rather to make himself a zood fel-
low whiel: induced bim to make these
foolish promises knowing well that he
would not be able to carvy themm out.
With regard to the reorganisation of the
State Batteries Department he was safis-
fied fromn what he had seen of the de-
partment at the present iime and what
had been brought under his notice by
communications from everv mining ecen-
tre, that the position was far from satis-
factory, and ihat it was eertainly not much
advanced on the position which called
for the eriticism and eondemnation of the
Public Batteries Board.  The Minister
had not done what he said he was going
to do, and that was to appeint a
thoroughly competent officer to act as per-
manent head of the Batteries Department
of the State. Could it be expected that
a gentleman, whose forte was not the con-
trol of batteries for gold crushing, but
copper and silver smelting, would be com-
petent to control the State batteries of
Western Australia? Even on the ques-
tion of his ahility to act as controller of
a smelting plant, he (Mr. Bath) desived
to know how sueh an officer, who pre-
sumed to have praetieal experience, could
have pernitted this State to lose any-
thing from £2.000 to £3,00 in the slag
dumip In eonnection with the Phillips
River smelter. Surely a man brought up
-even as a smelter foreman in charge of a
shift on a furnace would know the value
of slag dump, and would know better
than to permit it to be sold with the valu-
able contents which it coniained. What
conld be said of a practical man with
technical and scientific skill, and who pre-
sumed to have been trained in a schoul of
mines, permitting such a thing as he had
mentioned? One would think ihat he
would know sufficient to warn the Gov-
ernment, or advise them not to part with
sueh a thing unless they reeeived some re-
turn. This gentleman was placed in con-
trol of the State Batteries Department,
and the fact that such an officer had been
appointed, that the Government had not
in view the need of a man with practieal
experience of gold-milling plants and also
engineering knowledge, was responsible
for the faet that there was not that im-
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provement in the administration. which
had Dbeen promised. When the Public
Service Commiszsioner called for applica-
tions for the pogition members thought
that the Minisier intended to carcy out
the promise that he was going to get an
all-round practical man. one who would
be competent to not only supervise the
working of the State batteries with the
view of securing the best methods in the
treatitent of ore and the best methods
also for the treatment of the custowers
of the State batteries, hut one who would
alzo have 1lhe requisite fechnical knpw-
ledge in eonnection with hatteries in order
to obviate a repetition of the mistakes
which had been made in the past. We
found. however, that it was nothing mnre
nor less than o hit of a bluff.  Appliea-
tions were .called for and no douht a
number of men were put to the expen-r
and trouble of sending in applications
for the position, only to (ind that the
Publie Service Act was construed in sueh
a way that the gentleman whd had bheen
acting for some time was appointed io
continue as a temporary officer for three
vears. Under sueh cireummstances we had
Little to hope for in the wav nf a marked
improvement in the administration of the
State Batteries Departmeni. A return
in the report of the Auditor-General as
to the advances made under the Mining
Development Act, showed that the sum
that had been provided under that Aet
in the shape of assistance to various pro-
perties and companies amounted to £23.-
964. Of that £2,575 had been returned,
leaving a balance still owing of over
£21,000. Tn looking through the list he
found that what seemed to him to he a
mistake in the administration was the fact
that some syndicates had been permitted
to teceive very large sums with the re-
sult that only a few derived any benefit
from the administration or the distribu-
tion of this monev. It seemed to him
that this vote was intended primarily as
an encouragement for prospecting, and
that it was intended to he distributed as
widely as possible to extend encourage-
ment to as many parties az possible: buf
if large sums ranging from £1,000 to
£2,000 were to be given to single individu-
als or companies, then the amount which
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was annhually provided would not go far
in the direction of mining development.
As *had been pointed out by officers of
the Mines Department, the position was
by no means satisfactory. Then, again,
it seemed to bim that the faet that the sole
administration of this money was left in
the hands of the Minister was unsatis-
factory. The more he saw of the distri-
bution of this money to the prospectors
and leaseholders of the State, the more
neceszary Jid he consider that there should
be assistance from practical wen, those
eitgaged in prospecting, those who were
on the spot on the mining felds, in con-
nection with the administration of this
money. He hdd said before and bhe would
repeai that a certain sum should he set
apart each year and it should bhe dis-
tributed on an equitable basis to the vari-
ous goldfields, and that the warden and
the inspeector of mines, and the assistance
of a practical man should be obtained,
these gentlemen to act in a kind of ad-
visory capacity, to assist in the utilisation
of thiz vote of Parliament. In this way
he was sure there wonld be a great deal
more satisfaction given than existed at the
present time,

The Premier: You suggest thai this
hoard should advise the Minister as to the
best means of expending the money?

Mr. BATH: The amount would ha
allatied to each distriet; Murchison, East
Cooigardie, Yilgarn, and other districts
would have so much allotted to them, and
then these wentlemen would be called in
in an advisory capacity in connection
with the distribution of the sum in their
pariienlar district.

The Premier: Would not their know-
ledee he restricted to the parbieular dis-
triet they resided in? For instance a man
at Sandstone would know nothing abou.
Meekatharra. :

Mr. BATH: The sum allotted for the
Murehison conld be further allocated if
such a diffeulty arose. TWhat we wanted
was the advice of the men on the spot,
and  especially practical men who, hy
virtue of their experience and their work.
had the right te be called prospectors in
the iruest sense of the term. Oue who
had a knowledge of the goldfields must
come Lo the conclusion that he knew very
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few sueh, and did not know them as
genuine prospecting parties.  He woold
make a comjparison between f{wo pru-
posals. The Government made an offer
for assistance to mining development in
Coolgardie, believing a company was
being forwed. He was not sure whether
that eompany was suceessfully formed,
but thought it was, and assistance was
granted. Whether any result had accrued
from that assistance hie counld not say. In
Kalgoorlie a  company known as the
North FEnd Development Company was
formed. the company being compaosed en-
tirely, or at least, of a great majority of
people who were loeal residents.

The Winister for Mines: Do vou mean
the Devon?

Mr. BATH: Yes; they had applied for
assistanee and they, in his opinion, had
an equally good claim.

The Minister for Mines: They got the
assistance.

Myr. BATH: Then only very recently.

The Minister for Mines: No; some
wmonths ago.

Mr. BATIE: These people -called a
meeting recently to consider a letter from
the Minister, and they wrote to him ((Mr.
Bath) asking him to urge on the Minister
the necessity for granting this assistanece.
He, however, had some qualms of con-
science about doing so because he had
taken up 100 shares in the company, not
that he expeeted to make money out of it..
and as a shareholder he was not anxious
to make an appeal to the Minister for
assistance. In his opinion they had had
a good claim, for they were trying to de-
velop systematieally the North end of the
Kalgoorlie belt. Their enterprise, if it
turned out suceessfully, would give a bix
fillip ta that district. Another matter to-
which lie desired to draw atiention was.
in conneetion with the administration of
the Mines Regulation Aet—or, rather, it
was a matter whieh would requirve dealing
with under {hat measure.  Others had
already referred (o the administration of
the Aet in respeet to accidents and the
maintenance of safe eonditions in the
mines, He wished to refer to something
which was fast hecoming a menace to a
large number of honest citizens of Wesf-
ern Ausiralia, namely, the dunst nuisance
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and the lack of adequate ventilation in
the deeper mines. which was inereasing
the harvest of deaths under the dread
disease known az “miners’ complaint.”
This was & svourge which should arouse
the attenticn of every man interesied in
the welfare of his fellow wmen. The
diseaze was the produet of unfavourahble
cireumstances underground which sapped
the healih and even the lives of ihe men
working there. Exeept steps were taken
to remedy ihe conditions this harvest of
deaths wounld increase year by year. THe
c¢onld speak from expirience, heeanse out
of a dozen young fellows with whom he
had worked in the earlier davs on the
golitfieid= ~ome were now in the cemetery,
others were in the consumptives’ home at
Coolgardie. while others had sueceeded in
escaping 1o other oceupations. e
had' even been told that except he learned
to work 2 roek drill the time would come
when he would not he able to get a job
on a mine. In reply to this he had said
that he would rather wheel a barrow and
setl orangee than labour in the dust-laden
almosphere at a rock drill. Tn New Zea-
land this disease had rightfully been in-
eluded amung those disablements for
which compensation had to be paid. Up-
on this being done the mineowners had
declared that the miner must submit to a
medieal exannnation. The ohjeet of this
was clear; it was ruthlessly to cast out
every man who had any symptoms what-
ever of the disease, notwithstanding that
he had veaped ihat disease in those very
irines, and that, ton, for wages
wowld nof enahle him to provide for his
wife aurd family when the disease should
strike him down and make it impossible
for him any more to labour in ihe depths
of the mine. The New Zealand Govein-
ment had temporarily wot over the difii-
culty by arranging for the insnrance of
such men in the State Insuranee Depart-
ment. Shil, there was going to ke lrouble
in New Zealand over this matter. and here
in Western Australia the Government
would be well advised to take some steps
for the protection of the men by insist-
ing upon improved veuntilation and im-
proved conditions nnderground: and for
by any other way protectineg those who
had alveady eontracted ihe disease. He

T19 Jaxvary, 1909.]

whieli

Committee of Supply. 1513

hoped the Minister wonid gv inte this
matter during recess, and would consult
those organisations more particularly in-
terested. No doubt the result of such a
conference would be a scheme more or
less satisfactory for previding against
this dread disease.

The MINISTER FOR MINFES (in re-
ply): Hon. memhkers were to be {hanked
for the way in whieh they had received
the Mines Estimates. He certainly had
auticipated that there would have been a
little move- antagonism shown, and he
eould- assure honmembers that he thanked
them very much for their moderation.
Yet they had all been earnest in their re-
marks, and apparently had diseovered a
number of small matters in connection
with the administration of the depart-
ment, which he hoped could be remedied.
At all times, so long as they approached
him in the spirit which they had exhi-
bited during this debate, he would be only
too pleased to enter into any eriticism
they might make in connection with the
administration, and see if it were not
possible to make the conditions better
for those engaged in the industry.
The Leader of the Opposition, in vefer-
ring to the administration of the Mines
Regulation Aet, had pointed out lucidly
and elearly the danger io the health of
those following the calling of miners. In
Western Australia we had regulations
made under the Mines Regulabion Aect
which he (the Minister) thought were as
perfect as the regulations framed under
any similar Aet in the known world;
consequently it had come somewhat as a
surprise to him to hear from the Leader
of the Opposition that as the result of
the faulty ventilation of the bigzer mines
the dread disease known as “miner's com-
plaint” was showing itself so eclearly
among the -men engaged in the industry.
He (the Minister) would be only too
pleased if the hon. member would obtain
some information which he could clearty
put befere him as evidence in regard to
the statement which he (the Leader of the
Opposition) had wade to-night. In this
event he (the Minister) would cheerfully
o into the matter with the hon. member
during recess, and if it were to be found
that the regulations had not been carried
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out with due care, he would see to it that
in the future those regulations were
strietly eomplied with, However, until
such evidence was submitted to him it
was his duty to uphold his ufficers, more
e:pecially the inspeetors, whom he could
hardly Lelieve had been so careless and so
regardiess of the protection of those work-
ing underground as was to be inferred
from the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition. However, as he nad said,
when they should get into recess he wquld
invite the hon. member to .go with him
tully into the question on the spot. In
the eourse of the debate the member for
Mount Mognet had complained in respeet
to the proposed battery at Messenger's
Patel.  He (the Minister) had never
been in Lhe distriet, but the hon. member
nad told him se much about it that he had
promiised that in the event of the reports
showing that there were gnod possibilities
for the district he wonld have a small
mill erected. With a view to this he
had sent an officer into the distriet
to report. In due course that officer had
recommended the erection of a small will.
The Minister had then lold the hon. mem-
ber that he intended to erect a small
mill. wherenpen the hon. member had
seul " o very lengthy detailed report,
showing the great amount of work that
had been done, and urging that a bigger
mill should be installed. It then became
hecessary that he (the Mimster) should
get a further departmental report on the
subject; beeause he conld not well take
n recommendation from the hon, member
in preference to that made by one of his
officers. The same hon. member had
given him (the Minister) eredit for what
had been done in connection with the
Younanme distriet, 60 miles south of
Sandstone. When at Sandstone the hon.
member had urged bim to visit the place.
Borrowing a four-in-hand team he (the
Minister), with the member, drove along
60 miles of a bush track, spent the even-
ing until 10 o’clock inspeeting the mines,
and was out again for the same purpose
at daylight in the morning. In this case
notwithstanding the adverse tenor of an
official report, he (the Minister) had wil-
lingly given a promise that a plant would
be put up. That plant was now in course
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of ercction, and it was to be hoped that
his (the Minister’s) judgmeont in the mat-
ter would he found to be superior to that
of the officer whom he had previonsly sent
there. On the question of assistance to
prospectors’ opinions among hon. members
were, apparenily, not preeisely in hax-
mony. Thus, while one mining represen-
tative declared that assistance should be
given only to well-defined mines, others
pointed ont how impossibla it was for the
prospector, after spending his substance
in fighting difficulties, to go on without
assistance; and had referred to the diffi-
culty that prospectors found in complying
with the departmental rvegulations, which
provided that the department should bear
only one-half of the eost of machinery
and plant. References had been wade to
the case of Messrs. Wilson and Moxon.
In this connection the Mystery mine in
the Yalgoo distriet, whieh had been
worked in the old daws, but was ulti-
mately flooded with water, was thought
to he capable of development. Messrs.
Wilson and Moxon had asked the Gov-
ernment for assistance to the extent of
a small pumping plant to unwater the
mine. They themselves had na funds,
and before he would render them any
assistance lie had insisted upon their get-
ting a bondsman io the value of £100. Tt
wag necessary to explain that he (the
Minister) had given assislanee in this

ease chiefly for (he reason that Yalgno

was a distriet which had heen deserted
for years. and he had felt that if an im-
petus in any shape or form could he given_
to miring in that district it would he a
very wise thing to do. Consequently, he
had given aunthority to provide a pumping
plant for {he nnwatering of this mine.
The next thing he had learned was that
on the strength of that authority Messrs.
Wilson and Moxon had purchased a hat-
terv with a small pumping plant attached
to it, the departmental officers having
allowed the purchase and having ad-
vanced £150 against it. The battery was
taken down and shifted to Yalgoo, but
these people fell out so that the battery
was left on the hands of the department.
However, it had since been sold, and the
department lost nothing. The advance
wasg £250, and railway freight had to be
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paid. but about £330 was received from
the -ale. The battery was now erected
ot the old Ewmerald mine at Yalgoo; and
though it would have been wiser if this
asvistanee had not been given in the cir-
cunstances, vet good would probably re-
sull, because a plant was evecied in the
Yalzon district. A member complained
that vrospectors were hampered hy the
varivus charges, it being compulsory for
any appiieation for a lease to be adver-
tised. But it was in the interests of the
alluvial miners and of miners generally
that some publicity should be given to
any application for a mining lease. One
insertion of the advertisement might ‘meet
all purposes, but it was wise that each
application should be advertised. Tt muost
be remembered that the department had
lost a wreat deal of revenue by the special
privilege given in regard to prospecting
areas.  About 18,000 aeres of our mineral
country was held under prospecting areas.
If a man held a miner's right and paid a
registration fee of 10s,, he could hold 18
acres for twelve months. That meant a
rreat loss to our revenune. Probably it
would have been wiser if we had not es-
tablished these prospecting aveas, because
if we had insisted on leaseholders paying
rent io the department there would have
heen a larger revenue, out of which the
depariment could have riven assistance in
various directions; but he held that the
hest time to assist the miner was in

the firsi stages of a mine’s devel-
opment, When a prospector took
up ground to see whether there was

wealth in it or not, instead of
having to pay rental and survey fees
tn eash to the department, he had merely
to pav a registration fee of 10s. and
coukd hold 18 acres for twelve months
so long as he eomplied with the labour
covenants, and even after twelve months
he could go to the warden-and ask for
the term to be extended for another six
months. We were generous in the mat-
ter. but great care would have to bhe
taken by wardens fo insist on leases be-
ing taken up and rent being paid as sooun
as it was found that the holders of these
pruspecting aveas through crushings re-
ceiverd value from their shows, The
member for Murchison made ref-rence
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to some promises made at Wiiluna. The
principal promise was an indefinite one.
He did not think he had been askad for
it, but when he found the great distance
Wiluna was from any court, he said that
he thought it could be arrvanged so that
there would be 2 warden’s court and a
clerk of the local ecourt at Wiluna.
Having sinee gone into the matter with
the Public Service Commissioner, he be-
lieved that within the next couple of
months an officer would be appointed to
represent  the Crown Law Department
and the Mines Department at Wiluna so
as to give the people there the same facil-
ities as were enjoved in other mining
centres in this regard. In reference to
areas locked up under exemption, theve
was only one distriet where he pleaded
guilty to any charge of allowing undue
exemptions, and that was the Pilbara
field, where longer terms of exemp-
tion had been granted than might under
ordinary circumstances be justiied. But
recoghising how impossible it was to
COITY On mining operations in {hat coun-
try without railway facilifies, and know-
ing that the Government had promised
to build a railway there, that large
sums of money had been spent by the
companies and that they were still pre-
pared to pui money into ihe ventures
which had already been opened up, and
realising that if we insisted upon work
being done now it would mean a larce
waste of the companies’ money, he
thought he was justified in giving what
might ordinarily be termed undue exemp-
tions to the mine owners in tha! feld.
He did not plead guiliy to this charge
in reference to any distriet outside IPil-
bara. He had intended to bring with
him the file dealing with the Star of the
East mine, for which the memher for
Murchison said many terms of exemption
had been granted; buf having been ex-
tremely bhusy during the past few days
he had not the file with him. Speakimr
from memory, the last exemption arani-
ed was upon the recommendation of the
warden, who pointed out that it would
be the eompany’s last chanece, and that
he helieved if they could get money to
carry on these mines it would be in the
best interests of the district.  Again,
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speaking from memory, he believed that
the total exemptions granted to these
people amounted to three vears and nine
months, but he would be glad to show
the hon. member all the papers in eon-
nection with thar proposition. A list
liad been prepared showing that in some
mining districts at present there was
not an acre of ground under exemption.
In conmeetion with the purchase of the
evamde plant at Wiluna also referred
to by the member for Murchison, he was
equally opposed to the purchase as the
hon. member. After visiting Wiluna he
had gone into the matter with the metal-
lurgist of the Mines Depariment as to
what we should do in eonneetion with the

disfriet, having already served notice on-

the owner of the plant to cease opera-
tions from the 1st Janunary of last year.
The department had been paying the
leaseholders large sums for sands and
shimes. One month over £1.000 -was
paid. Mr. Dunstan had an idea that it
would be wiser t6 slime every bit of
residues going through the wmill, and to
treat the resuliant slimes with an ex-
haust slimes plani rather than by the or-
dinary {reatment of ecyaniding and
filter-pressing. However, no determina-
tion was come to, and the depariment
accepted the offer of this plani at Wil-
una for £100, getting considerably more
than the £100 worth. The purchase was
simply made for one purpose, that was
to get immediate values from the sands.
The department had te horrow large
sums of money to carry on this system
of purchasing sands and slimes and
were getting behind; consequently, he
had been earnestly urging the erection
of these plants as speedily as possible,
so that the department could win back
some of the money and repay to the
Treasury the advances obtained. It was
only to win back some of omr gold at
Wiluna that he had approved of this
purchase, and we got more than the
paltry sum of £100 speunt.

Mr. Holman: Why were you 50 op-
posed to it at first?
. The MINISTER FOR MINES: B8e-
cause it was an old plant. He did wot
want it, nor did he want to have any-
thing to do with the people.
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Mr. Gourley: Do you not think it
would be advisable to re-treat some aof
the residnes?

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: Kee-
ing how residues could be treated in big
pareels at sueh low rates we probably
wauld be able to re-treal some of them,
becaunse we knew in many mstances the
residues had values. But at the present
time he was more taken np wirth trying
to  zet values from the slimes. 1t was
essential, if we wished to carry on the
system of paying for these sands and
slimes, wc¢ should win back values as
speedily as possible, Members would not
wish him lo deal in detail with all mat-
ters bronght up, but he desived to take
notice of a statement made by the wem-
her for Ivanhoe. The hon. meraber lad
said that hie had come to ithe conclision
there had been collusion between the
Minister, as a private member, and the
Parlinmentary Draftsmau to have a
clause ingerted in the Mines Regulation
Aect removing the right to sue; but hav-
ing heard some very coarse things from
the hon. member he did not at the time
hother o ask that such an unparlia-
mentary statement should be withdrawn.,
However, he eould show how liitle justi-
fiecation there was for sueh a statement,
and in ovder fo do so he would need to
mention a little private hisiory to put
the hon. member on the right track. TIn
1995 we had a Mines Regulation Bill
passed into law, Seetion 20 of this Aet
made an aecident in a mine prima facie
evidence of neglect on the part of the
manager, and Section 27 wave ithe right
to the injured person to sue for compens-
tion under the Mines Regulation Aet.
When the Workers' Compensation Act
was introdueed by Mr. (now Sir Walter)
James, he moved to repeal Seefions 20
and 27 of the Mines Regulation Act,
poinling out -that as a fresh avenue for
sning was given to a person injured,
there would be no necessity in future for
the right to sne under the old weasure.
Some time after that an application was
mmade, and an action was taken in the
Supreme Court suing under the Mines
Regnlation Act and Mr. Justice Buruside,
he thonght it was decided that under that
enactment, owing to the repeal of See-
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tion 27 there was no power to sue for
damages on the part of an injured
person. The Daglish Government brought
forward a Bill in which there was a
special provision to make it elear that
under the Mines Regulation Act a miner
could not sue for damages. There was
some doubt in eonnection with that, hut
the Bill made it clear in  the c¢lanse
bronght dewn that there was no power
o sue. When he {JMr. Gregory) hrought
down his Bill that also retained the sec-
tion; but in ahoal October the gentleman,
the politieal friend of the masibar toy
Tvanloe {Mr. Secaddan) who wrote the
letter which was read oni to the House,
and which he presnmed was only written
for the purpose of heing read ont and
damaging him (the Minister) politically,
ihat gentleman, with whom the member
was in touch, wroie to him as Minister
asking  whether it  would not be pos-
sible to have inserted in the Mines Regu-
lation Aect the power to sue, or as an
alternative to amend the Workers” Com-
pensation Aet to make it more liberal to
a person who had sustained damages. It
must not be forgotten that before bring-
ing that Bill before the House he went
to Kalgoorlie and waited on the Chamber
of Mines and had a conference with them
and then waited on the Miners’ Assoeia-
tien and received recominendationz from
them also. In the latter's recommenda-
tions there was no request that anything
should be done in regard to this matter;
but at the last minute, owing to the ques-
tion being raised, they had written to him
asking if it were not possible for some
sueh amendment as was suggested {o be
made. When the Bill was before the
House the member for Murchison (Mr.
Holman) brought up this very question.
He asked that Sections 20 and 27 of the
old Act should be reintroduced. There
had heen no equivocation on his part at
any time in regard to the question. He
had pointed ont, as could be seen in Han-
sard, that any person injured had the
right to sue under common law, under
the Employers’ Liability Aect, and under
the Workers’ Compensation Aet, and the
Ministerial side refused o gzive a further
avenue for the right to sue .for damages
in eonnection with aecidenis. The ques-
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tion was debated and the division lists
showed that the first amendment on Sec-
tion 20 of the old Aect was defeated by
13 votes to 10, while the seeond division
vesulted in the amendment being defeated
by 16 votes to 8. Those were the divi-
sions that look place in regard io ihis
very matfer, The member fuor lvanhoe
had not been fair.
Mr, Scaddan ; Too fair.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member when speaking at  Mr.

Dodd’s eeting at Boulder said—

I was vol generally known  that
when the Bill was before the Hintse the
Minister for Mines was mucll more con-
cernted about the interests of the ine
owners than he was about the lives and
limbs of the bread-winners. Under the
Bill there was some doubt of the righy
ts sue for damage sustained through
breaches of the Actl?

Where was the doubt? After the motion
brought forward by the member for Mur-
chison agking that these provisions should
be put in the Bill which gave the righi
to sue, where was the doubt?

Mr. Scaddan: Read the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Order.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
statement by Mr., Seaddan at
continuned as follows:—

The
Boulder

“Mr, Gregory, it was stated, asked
the Crown Law Department if all
doubt was rewoved, and the vight to
sue reserved to the Crown. The Crown
Law Officers informed him that all
doubt had been removed, and Mr. Gre-
gory then cabled to the Mine Qwners’
Association in London to that effect.”

Mr. Holman: When Mr, James moved
the amendment to the Workers’ Com-
pensation Bill, he gave us to understand
that an injured man could sue just the
same under the Mines Regulation Aet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At
that time he (Mr. Gregory) was control-
ling the depattment. He remembered
Mr. James’s speech and was under the im-
pression it was pomted out that there
would be no right to sue, as power had
been given under the Workers' Compen-
sation Aet. The omission of Section 27
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took away the right to sue. The mewmber
for Ivanhoe had stated that he (Mr.
Gregory) had eabled to Loadon with re-
gard to ihe matter. When the Bill was
going through the Houze a cable was
sent to  the Premier from the Mine
Owners’ Association complaining of cer-
tain legislation being put  before the
Hounse, The Premier had asked him to
drati a cablegram to the Mine Owmers’
Association and be had done so.  The
drafi of that eable made no mention of
any matter of the sort referred to by the
hon. member., The draft of the Bill had
been published, and in order fo make it
more particularly elear he had also pub-
lished the draft of the precis senl to
London to the Agent General, giving all
partientars,  The remarks the member
wade were grossly anfair. He, however,
was quite ciear of having done his daly
in the matter. There was no equivoea-
tion in conneetion with the diseussion on
the Minez Regulation Bill as fo the right
to sue for damages. It was quile clear
that under the Aet there was no right to
sue. If the hon. member vead HNansard
at page 2450 he would see that in the
speech he (the Minister) then made he
said, “There must not be given to the
miners the right to sue for damages
under the Mines Regulation Aet”  The
hon. member in his remarks had not been
jusi to him.

Mr. Seaddan: I believe it more earn-
estly now than ever.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Greenough (Mr. Nanson)
made comparisons as to the cost of in-
speections here and in the Eastern States.
Undoubtedly there must be a greater
cost in a country like this where the
mines  were located so far away from
each other. and one could not ecompare
the cost of administration in Western
Ausiralia with that of any of the other
States. He proposed to go into the mat-
ter of the inspection of machinery and
ingpection of mines with the Public Ser-
vice (Commissioner. There was en2
trouble he wonld like goldfields members
tn ftake speeial notice of. If the inspee-
tor of mines had also to aet as inspector
of wachinery some notice of his visitz
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nmunsi be given to the mine managers. 1t
was compulsory, if an inspector desired
to examine fihe boilers in conneetion
with a mining proposition, that he shenld
give three, four or five days’ notiee o
the mine owner so that the boilers might
be preparved. Therefore at the same time
he wonld give notice of an inspection of
the mine. The only notice now given was
in eonnection with the big mines, and the
inspector teleplioned them the night be-
fore the inspection. That waz not done
ouiside the big mines. The inspectins
urged that the present practice should
be continued, for there was not time in
the one evening for the mine owners to-
alier dangerous places. By giving the
notice the inspector was able to get on
with his work at onee. He would be
quite satistied, however, even to insist
that that should not-be done.  Many
details  had been brought forward hy
memberg, and in most cazges he would en-
deavour to get answers prepared and sent
to the wmembers who had brought forward
the complaints. As to the ventilation of
mines, regulations dealing with the ques-
tion had been framed. Members oppo-
site would, he was sure, approve of
them. He was not now talking of eoal
mines and it was a pity the hon. mem-
her for Collie had not given him the in-
stances referred to previously. Anyhow
he would go into that matter. As to the
ventilation of deep mines there were
regulations whieh, if earried out, would
provide great relief to the working
miner. He was confident that as soon as
we got into. recess he would get the Lea-
der of the Opposition to join forces with
him with the view of having the fullest
and most earnest examination into the
condition of the big mines, and he wonld
then find that he (the Minister) was as
determined as he to see that the people
working in the deep levels were given all
those fascilities provided for by the
Mines Regulation Act. He agmin de-
sired to thank members for the way in
which they had generally reeeived his
Estimates and he hoped that. when deal-
ing with the items, he would be able to
give them the fullest information at his.
disposal on whatever matter might be
brought up.
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| This coneluded the general debale on
the Mines Estimates; ifems were dis-
cussed as follows]:—

Vote— Mines (lenevally, £45,727:

liem, Secretary for Mines and In-
spector of Mining Surveys, £630:

Mr. HOLMANXN : Referving to whai had
heen said by the Minister as 10 the atii-
tude taken up by Mr. James when deal-
ing with the Workers’ Compensation
Bill, Hansard Tor the 3rd September,
1901, showed that Mr. Janwes said—

““That 18 an absolute rule. Under

{he Mines Regulafion Act where i

great number of details are Iatd down,

most of which details T should have

thought ought to have been in the ~

schedule, if an aecideni ocewrs by rea-

son of ihe breach of or omission to

observe any of those regulations an
action will he quite apart {rom See-

tions 20 or 27.77

The inister for Mimes: 1t was held
that an action eould not lie.

Mr. HOLMAN:  Those words were
used by Mr. James. It wis for the vea-
son that it was held an action could not
lie that he had introduced the amend-
ment. Our chject was to try all we
could to give a cause for action. As far
as the officers iv the depuartment were
eoncerned he had always been {reated
with counrtesy by them, but ofhers had
informed him that they could not give
the information be desired.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in continuing the general
«liseussion.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was in connection
with the first item, the under secretary,
that he was dealing. The under sec-
retary dealt with correspondence, and it
was in couneetion with the Meekatharra
railway, on & particular oceasion, that
he was refused some information which
.could have been given to him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
wider secretary should not be blamed,
hecause if he (the Minister) was absent
and it was an important matter that in-
formation was sought on, the under see-
retary might not care to give a reply.
Often delays occurred, and sometimes
they were regrettable. There had, how-
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ever, been a praciice growing up of hon.
members going to the department and
getting the recommendations of oficers,
even before such recommendations were
seen by the Minister, and it happened
that in this House members had known
the contenis of these recommendations
before the Minister was awarc of them.
In connection with ordinary routine mat-
ter any head of a braneh could supply @
member with information; there was
never any objection to ihat, bui all mat-
ters of importance should be referred to
the under secretary  or  the Minister,
Members would surely sec the jusiice of
that. :

Mr. TAYLOR: ’..I,‘his ilem wave him an
apportunity  of making a  eomplaini
against the department. His complaiat
was that the letiers of the Leaseholders
and  Prospectors’ Assoctation had not
heen answered by the depariment for
some months.  Speaking personally, he
had invariably received prompt answers
to his comumunications; he was aware that
delays were at times unavoidable, but in
connection with the Leaseholders and
Prospectors’ Association their eomplaint
was different. For a long period they
had not been able to gzet any replies.

The Afinister : 1 can explain that to
Yol

Mr. TROY: The Minister had siated
in connection with ihe Wilson and Moxon
transaetion, which he (Mr. Trov) had
criticised, thal there had been official ne-
glect. It was his desire to know who the
official was who was responsible for that
neglect, hecause on going through the
papers it was found that only two of the
principal officers in the depariment were
concerned, and therefore one or the other
must be responsible. In the annals of the
department there had nofl been such an
act of gross maladministration, and if
that was the method of doing business it
showed very little business capacity.

The Minister for Mines : 'The hon,
member was cutside the Chamber when [
explained the matter.

Mr. TROY: The cirenmsiances under
which Mr. Wilson happened to get the
rrant from the department were known
to him, and the two people responsible.
ke repeated, must be either the chief
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clevk or ihe State Mining Engineer. If
the Minisier was responsible he should
accept the blame; if the Stale Mining
Engineer was responsible the blame should
be put on his shoulders. The mere faet
that the deparfment was able to get rid
of the machinery did not make the trans-
action any sweeter, e wanled the Min-
ister Lo tell him definitely who the officer
wis.

The Miister for Mines: I have already
made a full explanation.

Mr, TROY: The Minister then must
take the blame.

The Minister
pared fo take it.

My, TROY was glad that the Minister
had acknowledged his respousibility. e
did not like to see any officer blamed for
what he was not guilty of. He hoped
now that the Minister would be as gen-
erout in dealing with the prospectors as
he was in dealing with Mr. Wilson.

Mr. HOLMAN: Would the Minister
mform him whether the guaraniee of £100
fo Mr. Quigley was returned?

The Minister for Mines: The whole
amount would be paid in  instalments
with inierest. '

Mr, TROY : In respect to the question
ot information to be secured from the
department, he himself had been met
with the sane answer as that given to the
memher for Murehison, namely, that no
inforination must go from the depariment
nunfess sanetioned by the Minister.

The Minister for 3ines: Or the under
secretary.

Mr. TROY: In econneetion with the
officialx of the Mmes Departmeni—par-
tienlarly the under secretary, the chief
cletk, and the vegistrar—he desired to
say that bhe had always received from them
the utmwost courtesy and eonsideration.
He had found, however, that since the
Inst election one of the branches of the
Mines Department deelined to give any
information at all to members.  One
would think the service was becoming a
secret =erviee, and that the servants them-
selves were there merely to hedge about
the Mini~ter with precautions. Under
this sy~-tem a member had to be always
calling upon a Minister or writing to him,

Mines: 1 am pre-

for
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and this, too, for information that was
obiainable v the street. :

The CHAIRMAN : The point was
searcely applieable to a general discus-
sion.

Mr. TROY : Nevertheless it seemed
hard that although representing a popu-
lous constitueney he could not get simple
information from the department. .

The Minister for Mines: You can get
it from the under seervetary.

ltem, Inspectors of Mines, £3,602:

Mre, SCADDAN: In the first place he
desired to bring up {his matter, not for
any political glorification but aut of eon-
sidevation for the men employed in the
mines. He wanted to take exception to
soime of the statemenls made by the Min-
ister for Mines, who was altogether eval-
ing the eharge which he (Mr. Seaddan)
had wade.  In order that the Minister
might be eclear upon the point, it was
perbhaps desirable that the charge should
be repealed. He (Mr. Seaddan) wanted
to know by what means Subsection 2 of
Section 62 of the Mines Regulation Aet
had come into that measure when it was
introduced by Mr. Hastie, )

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
was not in order in discussing under the

-Mines’ Estimates what had happened in

connection with the introduction of a. cer-
tain measure. It was searcely proper
that such a question should have been re-
ferved to in the course of a general dis-
cussion on the Esiimates, and he (the
Chairman) would have stopped the Min-
ister but for the fact that he bad previ-
ously failed to stop the member for Tvan-
hoe. However, the question eould not be
dealt with in the course of considering
the items.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Mines Regula-
tion Aet was entively an administrative-
measure, and surely it was of moment to-
these Estimates. If, on the other hand,.
it was a dead letter—

The CHATRMAN: The member was
perfectly in order in discussing the ad-
ministration of the department hy the
mining inspectors or by the Minister;
hut he was not in order in diseussing the
ctreumstances which had prevailed at the
time the Mines Regulation Aet was be-
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fure Parliament, or what had happened
af the Jdrafiing ot that measure.

My, SCADDAN: [ appeared to him
that han. members were eontinnally doing
this ~ort of thing. He had thought that
he was taking the best opporiunity of
havine the matter out with the Minister.
It was a personal matter, for the Minisier
for Mines had been guiliy and had practi-
cally  pleaded  guilty  that  very night.
However, m aceovdanee with the Chair-

man’s roling, he (Mr. Seaddan) would
nol pusue the matter further at that
stace.  What would please him  best

would be to thrash the maiter ont with
the Minister for Mines on the public plat-
form. before the wmen most concerned.
Tn rezard to the inspection of mines, the
Minister had said that the reason why
the inspeciors of mines and of machinery
hzd been =eparated was beeause under the
In=pection of Machinery Aetl it was neces-
sary for the inspeetors to give notice of
their intention of visiting mines for the
purpnze ot inspecting the boilers: and in
answer o a question the Minister had said
that the inzpeetors in the Kalgoorlie field
wave notice of their infention the night
before. He (Mr. Scaddan} wanted to

say Hiat that practice was not restricted o

the Kalgoorlie field. It applied to the
Minivier's distriet, and, indeed, generally.

The Minisier for Mines: Can you prove
thai ?

My, SCADDAN: ATl this he had heard
in travelline about the country, and he
was now telling if to the Minister. There
wa= nol oue instance of it but many in-
sances. When in Opposition the Min-
ister had elaimed that if the inspectors
were noi paving surprise visits if was in
detiance of his instructions; and he had
requested the then Minister for Miues
{Mr. Hasiie) f{o institute an enquiry
into the matter. When the Minister was
again in power the matter was once more
brought under hiz nolice. vet no action
was taken about his instruetions having
been defied. The Minister eould prove
the present charge if he desired 1o do su,

The Minister for 3ines: I have reports
from these men. and they say they do not
Ao so.

Mr. SCADDAN: The men working in
the mines said {he inspectors did it out-
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side Kalgoorhie, They invariably did it
in the Kalgoorlie field on the score that
paving surprise visits would disloeate the
working of the mines. 1f the Minister
asked for a party of distinguished visitors
to be shown dewn any mine at au hour's
ntice, provision could he made on any
mine on ihe Golden Mile; but the inspec-
tor who had to see that the regulations
provided for the miners'satety and health
were heing obeyed eould not de so unless
he wave a day’s notice.  The inspector
should be able 1o 2o underground even
without seeing the manager if Le so de-
gived,  The effeet of giving a day’s notice
was that it was pessible for men working
in dangerous places io he removed. It
was done on the Ralgoorlie belt every
day. lmmediately the ingpector left che
mine, the wen were pnt  back in the-
dangerous places. Men's lives were being
sacriticed becanse the Minister took up
this atliinde, and vel one was expected
to he ealim and to refrain from commeni-
g because the Minister grew angry. He
dild nnt gpeak frow any pavty or personai
feeling, only in the interests of those em-
ployed in the mines. It was all very well
(v say (hat the men eould go to the in-
specter aid make eomplaints and that the
inspector would gel things put right,

The Minigter for Mines: But they go
to Mr. Dodd and get a report sent that
way, and it is never known,

Mer. SCADDAN: If an inspector got
information ahout a dangerous place i:
a mine, the men working in thai plaee
would  Immediately be dismissed.  The
manager would know that the men mus*
have ziven the information. The MMini-
ster smiled at this. Tt was just the atti-
tude the Minister took up, paying all his
attention to witining eold irrespeetive of
the zacrifice of lives among those workine
in the mines. The Minisier was absolutely
callous in regard io the welfare of the
men.  Sufficient evidence had heen
bronght hefore Parliament o prove his
(Mr. Seaddan’s) statements, but now the
Minister turned and smiled ar the Attor-
ney General. Bul the Attorney General
knew that men had heen killed through
the Minister not seeing that the mines com-
plied with the Aet. The Attorney General
acted for the Government of {he dax ir
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prosecuting the wanager of the Boulder
Deep Levels when Sergeant lost his life
through not complying with the instrue-
tions of the inspector of mines. That
life was valued at £30, and yet we were
expected Lo be calm.  So long as the
Minister earried on in the fashion in
which he had been adwinistering the de-
partment in this particular direetion, he
(Mr. Seaddan) intended to raise his voice
against it. The Minister at Menzies had
culogised him somewhat in  connection
with mining matters. He did not require
the Minister’s eulogy.  If the Minister
imagined thal by eulogising him he was
woing to get bim to detract from any
statements wade on the publie platform,
ot to refrain from making any state-
ments with reference lo this matter, ihe
© Minister made a mistake.  His  {Mr.
Scaddan’s) political welfare was nothing
to him in eowparison with the welfare of
the men working in the mines. He knew
the risk to life and limb, Some of his
own family, though not 40 years of age,
had been compelled to cease work. He
knew fthe gentleman referred to by the
Leader of the Oppositien, the gentleman
admitted to the Coolgardie sanatoriun,
Thai gentleman was in good health a few
vears ago and was not yet 40 vears of
age. Yet the Minister ealmly asked the
Leader of the Opposition Lo see him
-during recess to see what could he done,
saying that we had regulations second to
none in the world. If that statemeni were
eorrect, the Minister proved himself
euilty out of his own mouth. These re-
vulations were merely made for political
purposes.
for

The DMinister
worthy of you.

Mr. SCADDAN: If they were made
prior to the general elections why were
they not put into forece? If it was neces-
sary to frame these regulations before the
ceneral elections, it was necessary that
they should be in force hefore the elec-
tions.

The Minister for Mines: They were n
faree in 1907.

Mr. SCADDAN: They are noti in forve
{n-day.

The Minister for Mines: They are in
foree,

Mines: That is
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Mr. SCADDAN: They were not.

The Minister for Mines: The hon. mem-
ber knows they are in foree,

Mr. SCADDAN: They wmight be in
force from ihe standpoint of being
placed on the Table and having receivel
the eonsent of the Governor-in-Couneil,
but they were just as much in force as
many of the sections of the Mines Regu-
lation Aect passed three years ago. They
were a dead-letter only inserted for joliti-
cal purposes. Somebody was rvesponsible
for the number of accidents occurving in
the mines and for {he number of lives we
were losing from the unhealthy eondi-
tions in which the men were working. It
was 1o use the Minister saying he knew
nothing of it, and that ke would inquire
during the recess. He (Mr. Seaddan) in
his first speech pointed out that in a fow
vears we would find (hat the mines in
Western Australia would he worse than
in any other part of Australia, not ex-
cinding Bendigo, which was known as the
“death  trap.” TIn that speech he had
issued a warning that unless the mining
companies, when working shallow dejsths,
were eompelled to earry down winze: for
venfilation purposes, the depariment
would find it diffieult to get the mines (¢
do it when they reached preater depths.
But the department took no uolice of the
warning, and now men working in these

zreat depths were compelled to inhale
stuff from the rock-drilling machines

while earning a miserable pittance, an:
at 30 and 40 vears of age were reuderved
unfit for further work. And the Minsler
eallously said that during recess he migh:
be able to see that the regulations were
enforeced. These remarks were mads not
to put them on record in the Press or in
Hansard, but to eompel the Minister to
show he should have sotne sense of the
resposibility his position carried. The
Minister was not a Minister to erect State
batteries for prospectors or to sign min-
ing leases, but was a Minister to see thal
the welfare of the men employed in win-
ning the gold for foreign companies
reaping such huge dividends was properly
considered as well as the wealth heing
won. It was not to he expected thal
under any Mining Aet accidents would be
absolutely abolished, but, at the same
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time we could minimise the risk to whieh
miners were #ubject by enforcing the re-
gulations  provided for that purpose.
That should be the first concern, and vet
one way blamed by the Minister for mak-
ing statements with regard to his attitude
on this matier. There had been absoluie
proof brought forward that tbe Minister
waz callous in this regard.

Mr. HOLMAN: Was the Minister go-
ing to alter the existing siate of affairs
in the Murchison as to inspectors? It
was a country of vast areas and one in-
spector had io visit Peak Hill then go
right back to Naunnine, on to Meekathavra
and then to Wiluna.

The Minister for Alines: The inspector
does not go to Wiluna now. I have re-
duced the szize of the district very con-
siderably.

Mr. HOLMAXN: Even ouiside of ilat
the area was very exlensive. Too great
eare could not be taken in eonnection with
the inspeetion of mines. A relnrm he had
ealled for the year bhefore last showed
that the number of aecidents in Western
Australia was deplovable, 11 was re-
grettable that the Mines Department had
not confinued fo keep sueh n record. At
the present time only the more serions
aceidents were recorded and  nnt the
minor ones. It was advisable o have
records of every aceident that kept a man
away from his work for more than three
or fourdays. Thereturnsealled furthe yvear
before last showed that there were nearly
100 accidents per month, and it was elear
from the fact that the numher had heen
redoced by one-half in the subsequent
vear {hat the records were nof kept as
conpletely in detail as they had been pre-
viously. It appeared that =ome action
had been taken by the Minister or the
heads of the department to prevent the
recording of all aceidenis. Those who
like himself had worked in the mines and
had seen their mailes killed alongside of
them realised how necessary it was that
ihe mine owners should be compelled io
take every wveasonable precaution to en-
sure the safety of the men employed.
It was not his desire to eriticise the de-
partment or anyone else. but his great
desire in this matter was to see thai care
was taken Lo preserve the lives and limbs
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of the workers. i bad been said in the
old days of Bendigo that certain mine
managers were responsible for a statement
that men were cheaper that timber. Such
a statement as that should not be allowed
to he used with regard to the Western
Ausiralian mines. The eritieism of the
member for Greenough (Mr. Nansgen) as
to the inspectors was not a fair one. He
had compared Western Australin with a
State like Vietoria where one could travel
to any point in the Stale in one day. It
was only reagonable that wmany more in-
spectors wounld he wanled herve than in
that State. Again as to New South
Wales, the mining districts there were
cousolidated, Broken Il had about
10,000 miners and Neweastle about 22,000
miners, and there were other large ren-
tres, but in each case the miners were
coneentrated in a comparatively  small
area. It was very different in Western
Australia where in some eénses one centre
was 1,000 nmiles from another. It would
be well if the Minister adopted the sugges-
tion for a sysitem of check inspectors to
he introduced.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: None
knew hetter than (be member who had
Just spoken of the great difficulty of hav-
ing a propev inspection of mines in a
country such as this, Take for instance
the Menzies district. There was Mt. lda
away to the north and in a small dislriet
like that we could not alford o have an
inspector,  Then there were Davyhurst
and Carbine to the sonth and Kookyuie
and other distriets in other direciions.
There was a large numher of shows secat-
teved {hronghout ihe huge electorate and
it was impossible to have a mining in-
spector for each of them. The same re-
marks applied to all the mining distriets
with the exception of Kalgoocrlie. Last
vear there was an extra inspector ap-
poinied for the Cue district, and the new
man was made a resident of Lawlers, his
duties being to inspect Black Range and
other distrieis. Then there wag the ques-
tion of utilising the services of the inspee-
tors of machinery to do the work of in-
specting the mines. In that eonnection
difficulty eame up of giving notice tn the
mine managers. Where it was a case of
the managers heing notified of an inspee-
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tion only the night before ne trouble
conld ensue, for if a mine was in a bad
gfate it could not be put right in a single
night. But if the inspector of maechinery
had to ispecr the mine alse, notice of
somelimes a week would have to be given
so that the boilers would be ready for in-
spection when the inspector arrived. In
that case if the two duties were combined
the manager wonld know when the in-
gpector would arrive and would have
plenty of ‘time to get ready for his visit.
It was simply a matter of expenditure,
and it was found that the Public Serviee
Commissioner spoke strongly with regard
to the large expense for inspeetion. Hon.
members would see on acecount of the
great distance of this country the impos-
sibility of having that supervison wheh
took place in disiricts like Bendigo, Balla-
rat, Broken Hill, and Newcastle. There
‘it was possible to have cheaper and more
complete inspection. He would see
whether it was possible to get wmore in-
spectors; an inquiry was taking place
io see whetler it would be possible to se-
cure the services of the machinery inspee-
tors, more with a view of helping with the
mining work,

AMr. Scaddan: Who do you propose to
appoint on that board of inquiry?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would consist of two engineers, one from
the Works Department and one from the
Railways Department,

Progress reported.

House adjourned af 11.3 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY,
YOUANME.

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has all the material for the
Youanme battery heen forwarded to that
loeality? 2, Who has heen entrusted with
the work of erecting the same? 3, Is it a
fact that a start has not yet been made
with the erection of the battery? 4, What
is the reason for the delay? 5, When does
the Minister anticipate the battery heing
available for crushing the prospectors’
ore?

The MINISTER FOR MINESreplied:
1, No. 2, Mr.D. Missingham issuperintend-
ing theremovalatpresent. 3, Yes. 4, There
is no delay. The Youanme battery is
portion of the old Black Range battery,
and this could not be dismantled until
the new Black Range battery was com-
pleted. Tenders had bheen called for a
new hattery frame, other parts renovated,
and the work of removal to Yonanme is
now almost completed.  When the vari-
ous parls are on the ground the work of
erection will proceed. 35, About fhe end
of March.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SIDINGS,
WIDGEMOOLTHA LINE

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Horan)
asked the Minister for Railways: Will he
delay the granting of permission te
Thomas Connoly for the construetion of
a siding on the Coolgardie-Widgemooltha
Railway until receipt of a further report
from Forest Ranger Kelso?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
veplied : The Railway Department has ap-
proved of the application.



